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appropriate assessment procedure. If they
adversely affect the integrity of European sites,
issues relating to IROPI, site integrity and
compensation will be addressed in accordance
with European Commission Guidance.

The Equality Impact Assessment (EglA) screening
exercise was carried out on the MPS to identify
any areas of the MPS which may impact on
gender, race, disability, age, sexual orientation,
religion or belief. This exercise concluded that
the MPS would not discriminate against any
sections of society and it therefore supports

the provisions in equalities legislation and the
Welsh Assembly Government’s Welsh Language
Scheme. It therefore concluded that there is

no requirement for a full Equality Impact
Assessment.

Structure of the MPS

The MPS is structured as follows:

e Chapter 1 sets out the role of the MPS within
the wider marine planning system and its
interaction with existing planning regimes.

e Chapter 2 outlines the vision for the UK
marine area, the high-level approach to
marine planning and principles for decision
making that will contribute to achieving this
vision. It also sets out the general
environmental, social and economic
considerations that need to be taken into
account in marine planning.

e Chapter 3 sets out the policy objectives for
the key activities that take place in the marine
environment. These objectives are the
outcomes the UK Government, Scottish
Government, Welsh Assembly Government
and Northern Ireland Executive are seeking to
achieve through the sustainable development
of the UK marine area. They will be delivered
through the marine planning and decision
making approaches outlined in Chapter 2.
Marine Plans should align with, and contribute
to the delivery of these objectives. It also
provides guidance on the pressures and
impacts associated with these activities, which
decision makers will need to consider when
planning for and permitting development in
the UK marine area.
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Chapter 1

This chapter sets out the role of the MPS
within the wider marine planning system
and its interaction with existing planning
regimes.

1.1 Marine Plans

The MPS and Marine Plans form a new plan-led
system for marine activities. They will provide for
greater coherence in policy, and a forward-
looking, proactive and spatial planning approach
to the management of the marine area, its
resources, and the activities and interactions that
take place within it. Marine Plans will be
prepared and adopted in accordance with the
relevant legislation. If appropriate, an
Administration will provide guidance on the
content, structure, context for and preparation
of Marine Plans.

When the MPS is adopted the Marine and
Coastal Access Act 2009 will place a duty on
marine plan authorities to seek to ensure that
Marine Plans are prepared for all parts of regions
where the MPS governs marine planning'.

The marine plan authorities responsible for
developing Marine Plans are the Secretary of
State for the English inshore and offshore
regions, Scottish Ministers for the Scottish
offshore region, Welsh Ministers for the Welsh

13. Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 — Section 51(2).

inshore and offshore regions and the
Department of the Environment in Northern
Ireland for the Northern Ireland offshore region.
The Scottish inshore is covered, and the
Northern Ireland inshore region will be covered,
by respective Scottish and Northern Ireland
legislation™. As set out in the Marine and
Coastal Access Act 2009, Marine Plans
developed within the devolved administrations
will influence the exercise of relevant retained
functions'™ when this Marine Policy Statement is
in effect, and with the agreement of the
Secretary of State. Each of the UK
Administrations will also continue to exercise
functions affecting the marine environment in
accordance with the current devolution
settlements.

Marine Plans will set out how the MPS will be
implemented in specific areas. They will provide
detailed policy and spatial guidance for an area
and help ensure that decisions within a plan area
contribute to delivery of UK, national and any
area specific policy objectives'. The MPS does
not provide specific guidance on every activity
which will take place in, or otherwise affect, UK
waters. The MPS provides a framework for
development of Marine Plans to ensure
consistency, including in decision making where
required. It identifies those activities to which a
degree of priority is expected to be given in

14. Planning for the offshore area in Scotland has a different legislative base to the inshore area. It is intended to bring the Marine Plans developed
under the different legislation together in one document. A similar approach will be taken in Northern Ireland. The Welsh Assembly Government will

consult on the approach in Wales.

15. Being those functions which affect or might affect the whole or any part of UK marine area, as set out in section 58 of the Marine and Coastal

Access Act 2009

16. In Scotland, a national Marine Plan will be developed which will be in accordance with the MPS and which Scottish regional plans must also comply

with, unless relevant considerations indicate otherwise.
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marine planning, but does not state which
activities should be prioritised over any others.
Relative priorities will be most appropriately
determined through the marine planning
process, taking into account a wide range of
factors alongside UK policy objectives, including
the specific characteristic of the individual
marine plan area.

1.2 Cross border planning

The UK Administrations are committed to the
coordination of marine planning across
administrative boundaries'’, and have made it a
requirement of their respective legislation.
Coordination will include planning for activities
which extend across national or Marine Plan area
boundaries, the sharing of data, and the timing
of the development of Marine Plans for any area.

This will be facilitated by the UK-wide marine
evidence base collected through monitoring
programmes under the UK Marine Monitoring
and Assessment Strategy (UKMMAS) community
and its reports on the state of the UK seas. For
example, “Charting Progress 2" to be published
in July 2010, will provide a comprehensive
assessment of how clean, safe, healthy,
biologically diverse and productive the UK seas
are, on the basis of the eight biogeographical
areas into which UK seas have been divided.
Furthermore, the UK Marine Science
Co-ordination Committee, under which
UKMMAS sits, provides a platform for
addressing the research necessary to fill gaps in
knowledge about how both natural and

anthropogenic pressures impact on marine
ecosystems and how they function.

Coordination will also be needed with other
Member States and countries sharing the same
regional seas, including the Republic of Ireland
with which the UK shares a land and sea
boundary'®.

1.3 Integration with terrestrial planning

regimes

The MPS and marine planning systems will sit
alongside and interact with existing planning
regimes across the UK. These include town and
country planning and other legislation, guidance
and development plans in each Administration.
In England and Wales this also includes the
development consent order regime for nationally
significant infrastructure projects (NSIPs). In
Scotland the second National Planning
Framework™ under the Planning (Scotland) Act
2006 sets out a number of national development
priorities to support the Scottish Government’s
central purpose of sustainable economic
growth?°. In Northern Ireland the Regional
Development Strategy and Planning Policy
Statements are the key planning documents
which set the policy framework for terrestrial
planning decisions.

In England and Wales, consents for nationally
significant infrastructure projects, including the
larger offshore renewable energy and port
developments, need to be determined in
accordance with the Planning Act 2008. Where

17. The UK marine plan authorities are committed to cross border co-operation; in particular in the Solway Firth, Severn and Dee estuaries

18. Other countries include the Faroe Islands, Norway, Denmark, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium and France.

19. www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/12/12093953/0 — this includes references to national developments relating to ports and harbours and
onshore and offshore (sub-sea) grid transmission capacity to realise and deliver renewable energy.

20. The Scottish Government’s Economic Strategy can be found at www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/11/12115041/0
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a relevant National Policy Statement (NPS) has
been designated, nationally significant
infrastructure project applications must be
decided in accordance with the NPS, subject to
certain exceptions, and having regard to the
Marine Policy Statement; in other circumstances,
the decision is for the Secretary of State. The
marine plan authorities in England and Wales
should have regard to any relevant National
Policy Statement in developing Marine Plans,
and in advising other bodies.

The Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 and
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 require the
marine plan authority to notify local planning
authorities of its intention to prepare a Marine
Plan, whose area of jurisdiction adjoins (or under
the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, is
adjacent to) the Marine Plan area?’. As the
Marine Plan area boundaries will extend up to
the level of mean high water spring tides while
terrestrial planning boundaries generally extend
to mean low water spring tides, the Marine Plan
area will physically overlap with that of terrestrial
plans. This overlap ensures that marine and land
planning will address the whole of the marine
and terrestrial environments respectively, and not
be restricted by an artificial boundary at the
coast. The geographic overlap between the
Marine Plan and existing plans will help
organisations to work effectively together and
ensure that appropriate harmonisation of plans
is achieved?.

Integration of marine and terrestrial planning
will be achieved through:

e Consistency between marine and terrestrial
policy documents and guidance. Terrestrial
planning policy and development plan
documents already include policies addressing
coastal and estuarine planning. Marine policy
guidance and plans will seek to complement
rather than replace these, recognising that
both systems may adapt and evolve over time;

e Liaison between respective responsible
authorities for terrestrial and marine planning,
including in plan development,
implementation and review stages. This will
help ensure, for example, that developments
in the marine environment are supported by
the appropriate infrastructure on land and
reflected in terrestrial development plans, and
vice versa; and

e Sharing the evidence base and data where
relevant and appropriate so as to achieve
consistency in the data used in plan making
and decisions.

Activities taking place on land and in the sea can
have impacts on both terrestrial and marine
environments. The coast and estuaries are highly
valued environments, as well as socio-economic
assets. The UK Administrations are committed to
ensuring that coastal areas, and the activities
taking place within them, are managed in an
integrated and holistic way in line with the
principles of Integrated Coastal Zone
Management (ICZM)?.

21. As set out in Schedule 6 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 and Schedule 1 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010.

22. In preparing a Marine Plan in the English and Welsh inshore regions, a marine plan authority must take all reasonable steps to secure that the Marine
Plan is compatible with the relevant Planning Act plan (as defined under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009) for any area in England, Wales or
Scotland which is related to the Marine Plan area. See also Schedule 1 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 in relation to Scottish regional Marine

Plans.

23. The EU ICZM Recommendation. See www.eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=0J:L:2002:148:0024:0027:EN:PDF



Chapter 2

This chapter outlines the vision for the UK
marine area, the high-level approach to
marine planning and general principles for
decision making that will contribute to
achieving this vision. It also sets out the
strategic environmental, social and
economic considerations that need to be
taken into account in marine planning.

2.1 UK vision for the marine environment

The UK vision for the marine environment is for
‘clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically
diverse oceans and seas’. The UK high level
marine objectives published in April 2009 set out
the broad outcomes for the marine area in
achieving this vision, and reflect the principles
for sustainable development (see Box 1). The
process of marine planning will integrate delivery
of the high level marine objectives alongside the
achievement of sectoral/ activity specific policy
objectives. This approach will help ensure the
sustainable development of the UK marine area
and deliver the UK vision.

2.2 Achieving the vision through marine
planning

Marine Plans will formulate and present
outcomes for a marine plan area. These
outcomes will be consistent with the MPS, and
be supported and informed by evidence specific
to the plan area. Marine Plans will set out how
marine resources can best be managed in order
to achieve the Plan outcomes, policies and
objectives. Marine Plans will provide a clear,
spatial and locally-relevant expression of policy,
implementation and delivery. They will ensure
that different and potentially competing
activities are managed in such a way that they
contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. An overriding principle will be to
promote compatibility and reduce conflict.
Monitoring of implementation will ensure that
activities within a Marine Plan area contribute to
the delivery of the MPS, as well as its future
revisions.

Not all of the policies in the MPS will be
applicable to each Marine Plan. Nor will all
activities occurring in, or policies relevant to, a
marine plan area be considered by the MPS.
Similarly, while the MPS sets out the UK
objectives for our marine resources within each
Administration the role that different sectors will
play in contributing to sustainable development
will vary??.

24. Plans made under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 must include specific objectives as set out in section 5(4) of that Act.
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Box 1: The high level marine objectives
Achieving a sustainable marine economy

Infrastructure is in place to support and promote safe, profitable and efficient marine businesses.
The marine environment and its resources are used to maximise sustainable activity, prosperity and
opportunities for all, now and in the future.

Marine businesses are taking long-term strategic decisions and managing risks effectively. They are
competitive and operating efficiently.

Marine businesses are acting in a way which respects environmental limits and is socially responsible.
This is rewarded in the marketplace.

Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society

People appreciate the diversity of the marine environment, its seascapes, its natural and cultural
heritage and its resources and act responsibly.

The use of the marine environment is benefiting society as a whole, contributing to resilient and
cohesive communities that can adapt to coastal erosion and flood risk, as well as contributing to
physical and mental wellbeing.

The coast, seas, oceans and their resources are safe to use.

The marine environment plays an important role in mitigating climate change.

There is equitable access for those who want to use and enjoy the coast, seas and their wide range of
resources and assets and recognition that for some island and peripheral communities the sea plays a
significant role in their community.

Use of the marine environment will recognise, and integrate with, defence priorities, including the
strengthening of international peace and stability and the defence of the UK and its interests.

Living within environmental limits

e Biodiversity is protected, conserved and where appropriate recovered and loss has been halted.
e Healthy marine and coastal habitats occur across their natural range and are able to support strong,

biodiverse biological communities and the functioning of healthy, resilient and adaptable marine

ecosystems.
e Our oceans support viable populations of representative, rare, vulnerable, and valued species.

Promoting good governance

All those who have a stake in the marine environment have an input into associated decision-making.
Marine, land and water management mechanisms are responsive and work effectively together, for
example through integrated coastal zone management and river basin management plans.

Marine management in the UK takes account of different management systems that are in place
because of administrative, political or international boundaries.

Marine businesses are subject to clear, timely, proportionate and, where appropriate, plan-led
regulation.

The use of the marine environment is spatially planned where appropriate and based on an ecosystems
approach which takes account of climate change and recognises the protection and management needs
of marine cultural heritage according to its significance.
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