Marine Policy Statement
Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. It would be helpful if you would provide your name or indicate your sector, but anonymous returns are also welcome.
	Name / sector:
	


	1. Before coming to this meeting, were you aware of the Marine Policy Statement? If yes, in what way?
	 Yes 

 No
	(
(

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Priorities for the marine area:

Recognising the increasing range of human activities within the marine environment, one aim of marine planning, and the Marine Policy Statement, is the clarification of objectives and priorities for the marine environment. 
2. Using the scale below, please rate the priority of each issue within the Northern Ireland marine area, with 1 meaning it is ‘not a priority’, to 4 being a ‘high priority’. The issues given are examples - please add other issues you believe are relevant.
	Issues:
	1. not a priority
	2. low priority
	3.  medium priority
	4. high priority

	Scientific research
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Resources – recovery & use e.g. fish stocks
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Nature conservation
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Renewable energy development
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Navigational safety
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Coastal development
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	
	(
	(
	(
	(


3. Please give some reasons for how you have scored the issues above, especially if you have selected ‘not a priority’ or ‘high priority’, or if you have added to the list.
	

	

	

	


Aims and Content of the Marine Policy Statement:

The Marine Policy Statement should provide a consistent policy steer for decision makers and users in marine area; be comprehensive but not too long; promote sustainable development; and should prioritise different policies and objectives where required.

	4. Do you agree with the above aims for the Marine Policy Statement?
	 Yes 

 No
	(
(

	
	
	

	
	
	


5. Marine plans will follow the introduction of the UK-wide Marine Policy Statement. These plans will be more detailed and regionally specific. Please indicate if each item below should be included within the MPS, within the marine plans, or both.
	Possible content:
	MPS
	Marine plan

	Geographic coverage, including map(s)
	(
	(

	Details of authorities who will make decisions
	(
	(

	List of national / international commitments
	(
	(

	Information on uses of the sea (current and potential)
	(
	(

	Vision and strategic objectives for marine area
	(
	(

	Prioritisation between uses of the marine environment
	(
	(

	Information on marine licensing process
	(
	(

	Decision–making tools related to which uses can co-exist
	(
	(

	Case studies on resolving conflicts in use of sea
	(
	(

	Description of specific features, characteristics & data
	(
	(

	How effectiveness and impact of new system will be monitored
	(
	(


6. Given that the Marine Policy Statement is being developed for the whole UK marine area, are there any issues which are Northern Ireland specific?
	

	

	


7. Do you have any suggestions for involving interested parties in the development of the Marine Policy Statement?
	

	

	


Thank you!
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