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Requirements of the Directive: A reminder

                                                                                                                              
July 2012 – publish initial assessment of the status of UK waters.

July 2012 – publish characteristics of GES for UK waters, including associated targets and indicators.

July 2014 – monitoring programmes in place to measure progress towards GES.
Dec 2015 – programmes of measures for achieving GES developed.

Dec 2016 – programmes of measures for achieving GES implemented
EU Commission Decision on GES
In September the European Commission published a Decision on Criteria and Methodological Standards of Marine Waters.  This is a key document which includes detailed criteria and indicators for each of the Descriptors of GES, which Member States must use as they implement the Directive and develop their environmental targets and monitoring programmes.  This document is an important part in the process of setting out what achieving GES means in practice.  The Decision can be found at: 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2010:232:0014:0024:EN:PDF
October 2010 Workshop on GES
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Defra and the devolved administrations hosted a successful policy and technical workshop in October 2010 to help inform the process of determining Good Environmental Status and setting targets and indicators. A second workshop is planned on 8th February 2011 to allow the wider stakeholder community an opportunity to feed into the development process.

In particular the workshop highlighted that:

1. Determining GES will involve developing a high level qualitative statement for each Descriptor which describes what the environment will look like when GES has been achieved. 

2. Both quantitative and qualitative targets will be necessary in order to underpin our determination of GES.
3. Defining an appropriate scale of assessment for each Descriptor is essential and should be a key priority.
4. Determining GES and developing targets and indicators for the state based Descriptors (D1-Biological Biodiversity, D4-Food Webs and D6-Seafloor Integrity) will be particularly challenging.
5. Trend based targets will be necessary in the event that the evidence base does not support the establishment of quantitative thresholds. 
The full workshop report can be found here:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/marine/documents/interim2/201010-msfd-report.pdf
The Centre for Ecology and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) are carrying out further technical work to support Defra and the Devolved Administrations in finalising proposals for UK targets and indicators for GES.  This work will be supported by core teams of scientists from the devolved administrations and a wider range of marine science organisations through the UK Marine Monitoring and Assessment Strategy.

Contact the teams 
Below are the key contacts in each of the government departments;

Defra – Naomi Matthiessen

Email - MSFD@defra.gsi.gov.uk
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Marine Scotland – Anna Donald

anna.donald@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

[image: image2.png]



Northern Ireland Environment Agency – Claire Vincent

Claire.vincent@doeni.gsi.gov.uk
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Welsh Assembly Government 

Julie.williams@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
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What’s happening in OSPAR?

The need to coordinate implementation at a regional seas level is explicit within the MSFD and it is through OSPAR that this coordination will take place. At the recent meeting of the OSPAR Coordination Group (CoG) the tight timescales for implementation of the Directive by Contracting Parties was recognised and as a result the green light was given for the creation of a new Intersessional Correspondence group on the MSFD (ICG-MSFD).

This new group provides a greater degree of flexibility for Contracting Parties to work together to find common approaches to characterising GES and establishing targets and indicators. The group has met formally once which resulted in useful and pragmatic discussions on implementation. It is hoped that the UK can use the ICG-MSFD to drive forward the process and ensure our assessment of GES across the North East Atlantic is comparable and our targets are set in a coordinated way. 

Additional technical development work is continuing within each of the Committees and their respective ICG’s with a recent meeting of the ICG-Marine Litter taking place during November.

Next Steps: Stakeholder Engagement
Defra and the devolved administrations will be hosting an MSFD workshop on 8th February 2011. The aim of the workshop will be to update the wider stakeholder community on progress to date and to provide an opportunity to feed into the process of developing a determination of GES and establishing associated targets and indicators.  
Additional workshops will be held as appropriate up to the end 2011 at which point a formal consultation process on UK targets and indicators for GES will be held.

Useful Websites 
For further information on the Marine Strategy Framework Directive please see the following websites:  

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/marine/legislation/msfd.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/marine/seamanagement/international/msfd 

http://www.doeni.gov.uk/index/protect_the_environment/water/marine_framework_directive.htm
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/environmentcountryside/consmanagement/marinefisheries/directives/marinestrategy/?lang=en       
Focus on EU Implementation. 

The European Commission has set up an MSFD ‘Common Implementation Strategy’ to help ensure a coherent approach to implementation of the Directive across Europe.  It is intended to be relatively light touch, leaving Member States to agree the detail on how to coordinate implementation at a regional level.  

The key groups involved in MSFD implementation are;
[image: image6.png]Maritime Polloy
groups: Experts;
Focal Point.

Other groups e:g.
Nature Directors




Marine Directors. 

This is the highest level political group and is primarily focussed on ensuring the overall implementation of the MSFD and WFD.

The Marine Strategic Coordination Group. 

This sits between the high level and working groups, preparing material for both as required and specifically overseeing the work of the three Working Groups. 

The Working Groups. 

Three Working Groups have been established on GES, Economic and Social Analysis, and Data, Information and Knowledge Exchange. They provide a platform for discussions between, and generate advice for, Member States on principles for implementation of the Directive.

The Technical Working Groups.

Two Technical Working Groups covering Noise and Litter have recently been established in order to provide a forum for exchange of principles and best practice on target setting and assessment methodologies.
Stakeholder involvement in the EU process 

Representatives from industry and NGO organisations are involved in all of these groups apart from Marine Directors.  Representatives tend to be from EU level organisations and UK stakeholders should contact their relevant EU representative body for further information.
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