Document B

DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT

DECLARATION OF AREA OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST AT
CASTLE POINT, COUNTY ANTRIM. ARTICLE 28 OF THE ENVIRONMENT
(NORTHERN IRELAND) ORDER 2002.

The Department of the Environment (the Department), having consulted the Counci] for
Nature Conservation and the Countryside and being satisfied that the area described and

At the eastern end of the site there is an exposure of the Ballycastle Pellet Chalk. The
available evidence indicates that the Pellet Chalk was derived from the Ulster White
Limestone Formation as a colluvial, or gravity induced, deposit that accumulated at the
foot of a basalt-capped chalk slope. This is much softer than the ‘normal’ well

post Campanian, and Osangularia lens which is exclusively Maastrichtian, indicate the
rocks span the Campanian — Maastrichtian boundary.

There is another exposure of the Pellet Chalk further north west along the coast. This is
pinkish and is found in association with an area of brecciated limestone with large,

erosional feature that subsequently became filled with the debris forming the breccia
and Pellet Chalk. Furthermore, a volcanic vent breccia can be seen in the cliff section
adjacent to it, cutting through the basalt above the limestone.

The area is also notable for its inter-tidal communities. An extensive limestone, wave
ut platform on a moderately exposed shore Supports many wide shallow rock pools.
The intertidal area is characterised by red algae and patellobarnacle biotopes although
barnacles themselves are scarce due to the soft nature of the substrate. Pockets of

localised shelter allow the growth of Fucus spiralis.
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SCHEDULE

The following operations and activities appear to the Department to pe likely to

da

1.

mage the geological features of the area:

The storage or dumping, spreading or discharge of any material,
Changes in tree or woodland management, including afforestation,

Construction, removal or disturbance of aity permanent or temporary structure
including building, engineering or other operations.

Alteration of natural or man-made features, the clearance of boulders or stones and
grading of rock faces.

The following activities undertaken in a manner likely to damage the interest of the
area:

i) Educational activities;
ii) research activities;
iii) recreational activities,

Sampling of rocks, minerals, fossils or any other materia] forming a part of the site,
undertaken in a manner likely to damage the scientific interest,
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