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Forest Reproductive Material (FRM) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2002

Certain native species are listed as controlled species in Schedule 1 of the 
FRM regulations, including alder, ash, sessile and pedunculate oak, downy 
and silver birch, aspen, wild cherry, black poplar and Scots pine.

The regulations require collectors of reproductive material (i.e. seed, or 
cuttings in the case of Populus spp.) of controlled species, either intended 
for sale or to produce young trees for sale, to apply for a Master Certificate 
describing the origin, region of provenance and genetic quality of the source. 
Suppliers of controlled species are required to provide purchasers with a 
document providing the same information. 

	 •	 The  origin of the reproductive material may be described as 
		  indigenous, non-indigenous or unknown. For practical purposes the 
		  origin may be described as indigenous if the reproductive material 
		  was collected from ancient woodland inventory sites or hedgerows 
		  shown on 1st or 2nd edition Ordnance Survey maps, or from solitary 
		  trees that have regenerated from these sites or hedgerows. ‘Non-
		  indigenous’ is applicable to native species grown from reproductive 
		  material collected outside of Great Britain (GB) and the island of 
		  Ireland.
		  Region of provenance is described as Northern Ireland.
	 •	 Genetic quality is described as source identified, selected, qualified  
		  or tested. In most cases the genetic quality will be described as 
		  ‘source identified’. Native species grown from material harvested 
		  from stands of trees registered as approved sources of basic material, 
		  in respect of the FRM regulations, should be described as ‘selected’.
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Woodland Grant Scheme (WGS) and Farm Woodland Premium Scheme 
(FWPS)

New native woodland may be eligible for support either under WGS or 
FWPS. Proposals are required to conform with The UK Forestry Standard 
and Forests and Water Guidelines.

•	 The rate of grant is reduced where more than 20% of the proposed 
	 woodland is planned as open space.
•	 Average tree spacing in the area planned as woodland should not 
	 fall below the equivalent of 1100 stems/ha.  
•	 Closer average spacing is recommended where timber production is 
	 an objective.
•	 Up to 10% of the overall stocking may be comprised of woody 
	 shrubs. 

Amendments and additions to Environmental and Forestry Regulation, 
Policy and Guidance

Forest Service will provide updates on regulation, policy and guidance on its 
website: forestserviceni.gov.uk.
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Glossary to Native Woodland Definitions and Guidance
Canopy cover	 The area of tree crowns in a woodland projected onto the ground

Design plan	 A description of the woodland within the landscape which includes tree species and open 
	 space

Dominant tree species 	 Tree species that will eventually dominate the upper canopy of the woodland

Gene pool	 The range of genetic material within a local population

Habitat Action Plan 	 A document describing a natural habitat, the pressures and threats the habitat is subject
(HAP)	 to, and actions by Government in partnership with others to address those pressures and 
	 threats
	
Minor species	 Tree species that will eventually form a minor part of the upper canopy of the woodland

Native	 Occurring naturally in the past without the influence of humans

National Vegetation 	 A system for classifying natural habitats in the UK based on vegetation
Classification (NVC)	

Natural colonisation 	 Germination of native tree seeds and development of seedlings into trees on open ground 
	 adjacent to a woodland, hedgerow or solitary tree

Natural regeneration 	 Germination of native tree seeds and development of seedlings into trees within a 
	 woodland or forest, including recently felled areas

Northern Ireland 	 The Government’s strategy for protecting and enhancing biodiversity in Northern Ireland
Biodiversity Strategy 

Planted ancient	 A planted non-native woodland on a site believed to have been under continuous 
woodland site 	 woodland cover since before AD 1600

Planting prescription 	 Specifications for establishing woodland including establishment method, ground 
	 preparation, species and spacing

Priority habitat	 A natural habitat identified in the Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy and which is 
	 subject to a Habitat Action Plan
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Priority woodland	 Woodland subject to a Habitat Action Plan

Provenance	 The location from which seed is collected

Redesign plan	 A vision of a woodland or forest which addresses the requirements of standards and 
	 guidelines that did not apply when it was first planned and established

Reproductive material	 Seed, cuttings, or other material used for the propagation of trees

Seed stand	 A group of trees of a particular species from which seed is harvested

Sub-species	 A naturally occurring and distinctive local or regional type 

UK Biodiversity 	 The UK Government’s plan for protecting and enhancing biodiversity across the UK. 
Action Plan 
(UKBAP)

Understorey	 Trees and shrubs of intermediate height occurring between the upper canopy of a 
	 woodland and ground level
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Page 15	 Ash regeneration, Portglenone. Darryl Ridge
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