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Draft River Basin Plans
Erne & Melvin Catchment 

Stakeholder Group

Gabriel Nelson – NIEA

Overview

• Brief overview of the river basin planning 
process

• Dealing with the consultation questions

Every 6 yr

What is a RBMP ?

River Basin Districts

Classify HIGHHIGH

GOODGOOD

MODERATEMODERATE

POORPOOR

BADBAD

HIGHHIGH

GOODGOOD

MODERATEMODERATE

POORPOOR

BADBAD

Set objectives 
to deliver 

improvements 

Proportionate measures 

The plans cover:   
groundwater
wetlands
rivers
lochs/lakes/loughs
transitional waters (eg estuaries)
coastal waters

Set out the objectives to be achieved 
and the actions required.
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Northern Ireland River Basin Districts

Water Framework Directive Steps

Classification Status

Environmental Objective 
to achieving GOOD status

Proposed Measures to 
deliver GOOD status by 

2015 or later

•
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Classification
Biological quality elements

Invertebrates, Fish, Phytoplankton, Macrophytes & 
phytobenthos or Macroalgae & angiosperms

Element  Status H G M P B

H
G
M
P
B

General Chemical & Physiochemical Quality

Temperature, DO, pH or alkalinity, Cond, SRP or DIN

Element  Status

Specific pollutants 

H G M

GH M

Priority & other Dangerous Subs

Status G F

Hydromorphological Quality H G

GH M

H
G
M
P
B
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Rules for Prioritising 
Provisional Objective Setting

• Rule 1: Where a water body is at moderate status 
in 2008 the provisional objective for 2015 is good
status.

• Rule 2: Where a water body is at poor status in 
2008 the provisional objective for 2015 is moderate
status and the provisional objective for 2021 is 
good status.

• Rule 3: Where a water body is at bad status in 
2008, the provisional objective for 2015 is moderate 
status and the provisional objective for 2021 is 
good status

Current Status and Proposed Objectives for Surface Water 
Bodies in the North Western RBD
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Current Objectives and Proposed Objectives for Heavily 
Modified Water Bodies in the North Western River Basin District
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Water body currently less 
than GOOD status 

What causes the 
environmental impact 

What actions are we 
already taking

Will current measures 
achieve GOOD status

What further actions 
measures can we take

Are proposed measures 
feasible and affordable

Predict effectiveness of 
funded justified measures

Alternative
Objective

Protected Areas

Problems

Potential 
Solutions

Appraise 
Solutions

Programme of Measures
Two scenarios for measures:
• actions funded / legislation in place and 

timetabled - Programme for Government, 2008-
11

• actions not funded/new legislation - Programme 
for Government, 2011-14 

Supplementary Measures

• Low/zero phosphorus (P) detergents
• Improved education and awareness 

campaigns
• Targeted advisory visits and inspections
• Develop Catchment models
• Further investigate sources and options for 

further removal of P from point discharges 
and diffuse sources
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Timetable

Achieve Environmental 
Objectives – 1st RBMP

Dec 2015

Prepare for 2nd RBMPDec 2013

Programme of measures 
operational 

Dec 2012

Pricing policies for cost 
recovery of water services

Dec 2010

Publish 1st RMBPDec 2009

Publish draft RBMP for 6 
month consultation 

Dec 2008

Breakout Sessions
• Breakout groups 1,2,3…

• ~10 mins on each consultation question

• Groups facilitated by CSG chair, catchment officer & presenter

• Nominated scribe & rapporteur

• Rapporteur to give brief feedback from each breakout group

• Feedback used as part of the public consultation [22 Dec 08 to 22 
Jun 09] to help us revise our proposals for publishing first River 
Basin Management Plan in Dec 09.


