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W ASTE CONTRACTORS SURVEY 2001

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

En viro s we re commi ssioned b y th e En vironment  and He ritage Se rvice in 2 002
to  develop a nd unde rta ke a su rve y o f the  wa ste manag ement indu st ry in
No rthe rn I reland .  The aim of  the su rve y wa s to inve stigate the type s and
quan titie s of  wa ste  handled b y wa ste  management companie s in No rthern
I reland in 2 001 and u nderstand  the i ssue s and opinion s the y cu rre ntly hold .

All the  identified wa ste con t racto rs in No rthe rn Ireland  we re  sent  one o f two
su rvey type s:

 Simple, and

 Detailed.

Thi s facil itated the su rvey of the enti re indu st ry,  but allowed a tho rough
cove rage o f the  indu st ry to  be ta rge ted fo r mo re  detailed info rmation, ba sed
on their tu rnove r, fa cil ity t ype and  location.   The remainder of companie s we re
se nt simple su rve ys in o rder to redu ce the comple xity o f the  fo rm and the time
sp ent on  completion with the aim of  impro ving the re spon se  rate.

Companie s we re identified  th rough the wa ste licen sing  proce ss,  bu sine ss a nd
wa ste di recto rie s and p ro fe ssional kno wledge, ho we ve r, we do  not e xpe ct tha t
the  li st i s exhau stive .  The y were a ssigned a main a ctivit y in o rde r to aid th e
analysi s,  although it  wa s no ted tha t many companie s cond ucted  more than
one wa ste a ctivit y.  The activitie s iden tified a re li sted  below.

The surveys we re de signed so tha t the  re sults f rom the  two surve ys could be
combined fo r analysi s.   The re spon se i s shown  below:

De taile d
Re turns

Simple
Re turns

Total  Re turnsAc tiv ity

No. % No. % No. %

Rep roce sso r/  Recycle r 9 47 11 17 20 25

Land fil l 10 53 9 16 19 25

Wa ste Collection 5 56 13 22 18 26

Tran sfe r 2 40 3 23 5 28

In cine ration/ T reatment 1 100 0 0 1 33

Un kno wn 0 0 7 58 7 50

Total 27 50 43 21 70 27

The detailed su rve y reque sted info rmation  on collection system s,  the qu antity
of  wa ste  handled ca tego ri sed b y Eu rope an Wa ste Cla ssifi cation (EWC) to  the
fi rst level heading s, a nd fo r P rio rity Wa ste St ream s to the second  level
heading s.  The simple su rvey a ske d ope rato rs to quantify the a nnual wa ste
handled to fi rst level EWC.

An  analysi s of  the retu rn s wa s u sed  to p rodu ce an  indu st ry population,  ba sed
on the a ssumption that the p rofile of  re spon se s i s compa rable to that o f the
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enti re indu st ry.  The population s we re u sed to  increa se  the a ccu ra cy of
g ro ssing -up.

I t i s,  howeve r, difficult to a ccu ratel y g ro ss up the da ta f rom thi s survey to a
No rthe rn I reland  level a s info rmation on the enti re indu st ry i s no t available and
the re fore companie s cannot be  banded a cco rding to thei r turnove r o r tonnage
th roughp ut.  Wa ste  management ma y al so  only be  a small pa rt  of the enti re
bu sine ss and so employee  numbe rs ma y not  be an  accurate indica tion of size.

A summa ry o f the  wa ste s repo rted  a s collected , t reate d and di spo sed  i s shown
belo w:

W aste
C ol lect ed

Transf er Landf il l

Operators

R ecy clers/
R eproc ess

ors

I ncinerat io
n/

Treatment

C alc ulation
Populat ion

U nknown U nknown 56 61 2

Sam ple Size 30 18 18 18 1

Tota l Wast e
(t onnes)

275,731 139,036 298,980 175,572 3,723

Min imum Quant ity
of  Wast e (t onnes )

0 1,000 0

Maxim um Quantity
of  Wast e (t onnes )

42, 980 64, 000 49, 400

R ange (tonnes) 42, 980 63, 000 49, 400

Mean Quantity  of
W aste (tonnes)

9,508 16, 610 9,754

Standard Dev iat ion
(t onnes)

9,992 23, 908 14, 213

Standard Error
(t onnes)

1,855 6,389 3,350

95% Conf idence
I nterv al Range
(rounded t o nearest
100 tonnes)

5,900 t o
13, 100

4,100 t o
29, 100

3,200 t o
16, 300

The table sho ws the anal ysi s of re sults with  any outliers showing ext rao rdina ry
value s removed.  The total population  of wa ste collection companie s and
t ran sfe r facil itie s i s un kno wn a s man y companie s ope rate  the se fa cil itie s in
conjunction with their main acti vity.   The re sults do  not in clude fo r council
ope rated  fa cil ities and a re compo sed  only o f p rivate  ope rato rs which mainly
se rvice the commercial and indu st rial secto r.

The data  which could be g ro ssed  up to  the No rthe rn I reland level i s
summa ri sed  below:

Landf il led R ecy cled/ R eproc essed

Tota l Est imat ed W aste H andled
by  Wast e Managem ent
C ompanies in NI in 2001

229,600 t o 1, 629,600 195,200 t o 994, 300
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The detailed su rve y al so  reque sted opinion s f rom the wa ste managemen t
indu st ry on  the key i ssu e s fo r the indu st ry and ba rrie rs to recycling in No rthe rn
I reland.   Re spond ents exp re ssed  opinion s with rega rd to the  following:

a ) Public Pe rception .  I t wa s gene rally vie wed that wa ste p rodu ce rs a re
apathetic to the  idea of re cycling and a  change  in attitude  i s
requi red;

b ) Legi slation .  Op era to rs felt the  cu rrent  legi slation could  be tighten ed
th rough  regulation and en fo rcement  in o rde r to  impro ve wa ste
reco ve ry;

c) Fina ncial I ssue s.  Ope rato rs would wel come finan cial a ssi stan ce to
de velop system s for the re cove ry and re cycling of wa ste and  an
increa se in th e landfil l tax would di scou rage  landfil l ing, and

d ) Imp ro vements to the Exi sting Wa ste Managemen t St ru ctu re.
Ope ra tors feel that  the cu rrent inf ra st ructure i s inadequa te to
deal with the p ropo sed level s of reu se and  recycling fo r No rthe rn
I reland.

e ) Requirement fo r Landfil l.  I t wa s commonly felt tha t landfil l s we re a
ne ce ssa ry pa rt of the wa ste management  solution fo r No rthe rn
I reland.

The survey ha s identified the  a rea s fo r impro vement fo r fu ture  su rveys and
the se a rea s a re summari sed a s follows:

a ) Imp ro vements to the su rvey de sign to fu rther cla rify re tu rn s and a ssi st the
cont ractors with completion;

b ) Cl arifi cation of  and regula r amendments to  the su rve y li st , and

c) change s/impro vements to wa ste managemen t l icen sing .

The a rea identified  whi ch it wa s felt would mo st imp rove  thi s su rve y i s the
int rodu ction of  wa ste man agement l icen sin g in No rthe rn I reland.   Wa ste
Management  Licen sing  Re gulation s a re due to  be int rodu ced in No rthe rn
I reland in 2 003.


