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First significant aquatic weed growth impeding 
vessels in the marked navigation was in 2004  
 

Waterways Ireland developed an Aquatic Plant 
Management Strategy and purchased a Weed 
Harvester in 2005  
 

Management strategy developed in consultation 
with Environment Agency within the context of 
Upper Lough Erne designations  
 

ôHabitats Regulations Assessmentõ 



Management Strategy  
 

1. Harvesting of weed where it impacts on the 
main navigation channels and access to public 
jetties and slipways  

 

2. Monitoring of weed growth and cutting when 
growth is both impacting on navigation and is 
mature enough to be harvested  

 

3. Removal of weed from the lough and 
transport off site for composting  

 

4. Preventing the further spread of invasive 
species including the zebra mussel  





Weed Harvester  



Unloading Harvester into Barge 



Unloading Barge at Quayside  



Preventing Spread of Invasives  



Composting of Harvested Weed  
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Blunt Leafed Pondweed  



Nuttallõs Pondweed 



Upper Lough Erne August 2010  


