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interest. It is also very important to recognise that management may need to change

before carrying out any operation or activity likely to damage the features of special
interest (see the schedule On pages 2-4 of the attached Document B for a list of these
operations and activities). Environment and Heritage Service welcomes consultation
with owners, occupiers and users of the ASSI to ensure that the management of this
area maintains and enhances the features of interest, and to ensure that al] necessary

MANAGEMENT PRIN CIPLES

Lowland meadows are an important habitat for wildlife. Environment and Heritage

Service would encourage the maintenance and enhancement of the grassland through
the conservation of its associated native plants and animals,
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Specific objectives include:

Low intensity management for hay has contributed to the conservation and
enhancement of the features of interest. Environment and Heritage Service
would encourage both the continuation and, where appropriate, the restoration
of this practice.

Light aftermath cattle grazing can help the development of a more diverse
sward. Environment and Heritage Service would encourage the restoration of
this practice.

Prevent the loss of more sensitive grassland species through the control of
vigorous grasses and rushes. In general, this can be achieved through the
appropriate cutting regime.

Maintain the short swards present on old banks which are important for rare '
grassland plant species. '

Ensure that disturbance to the site and its wildlife is minimised.

Discourage non-native species, especially those that tend to spread at the
expense of native wildlife.

Maintain the diversity and quality of habitats associated with the grassland,

such as hedgerows, through sensitive management. These adjoining habitats
can often be very important for wildlife.
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