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Draft River Basin Plans
Lower Foyle

Catchment Stakeholder Group

Alvin Wilson – NIEA

Overview

• Brief overview of the river basin planning 
process

• Dealing with the consultation questions

Water Framework Directive Steps

Classification Status

Environmental Objective 
to achieving GOOD status

Proposed Measures to 
deliver GOOD status by 

2015 or later
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Northern Ireland River Basin Districts

•
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Current Status and Proposed Objectives for Surface Water 
Bodies in the North Western RBD
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2008 Status
Moderate Ecological Potential

Poor Ecological Potential or worse

Current Objectives and Proposed Objectives for Heavily 
Modified Water Bodies in the North Western River Basin District
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Water body currently less 
than GOOD status 

What causes the 
environmental impact 

What actions are we 
already taking

Will current measures 
achieve GOOD status

What further actions 
measures can we take

Are proposed measures 
feasible and affordable

Predict effectiveness of 
funded justified measures

Alternative
Objective

Protected Areas

Problems

Potential 
Solutions

Appraise 
Solutions
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Programme of Measures
Two scenarios for measures:
• actions funded / legislation in place and 

timetabled - Programme for Government, 2008-
11

• actions not funded/new legislation - Programme 
for Government, 2011-14 

Supplementary Measures

• Low/zero phosphorus (P) detergents
• Improved education and awareness 

campaigns
• Targeted advisory visits and inspections
• Develop Catchment models
• Further investigate sources and options for 

further removal of P from point discharges 
and diffuse sources
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Breakout Sessions
• Breakout groups 1,2,3…

• ~10 mins on each consultation question

• Groups facilitated by CSG chair, catchment officer & presenter

• Nominated scribe & rapporteur

• Rapporteur to give brief feedback from each breakout group

• Feedback used as part of the public consultation [22 Dec 08 to 22 
Jun 09] to help us revise our proposals for publishing first River 
Basin Management Plan in Dec 09.
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