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Function of Advisory Committees

To provide advice to central and 
local government on

• conservation of the natural 
and man made heritage

• drainage and navigatio n

• management and 
development of land and 
water based recreation



•Inform members

•Site visits, best practice

•Open discussions

•Consensus

•Make recommendat ions



Organisations
• Antrim Borough Council
• Ballymena Borough Council
• Ballymoney Borough Council
• Bann System Ltd
• Canoe Association of Northern 

Ireland
• CNCC
• Coleraine Borough Council
• Coleraine Harbour Commissioners
• Historic Monuments Council
• Irish Amateur Rowing Union Ltd
• Irish Water Ski Association
• IWAI
• Lough Neagh Fisherman’s Co-

Operative Society Ltd
• Magherafelt District Council
• NIAPA
• NIEL
• River Bann & Lough Neagh 

Association

•RSPB
•Rural Development Council
•The Honourable the Irish Society
•Ulster Angling Federation
•Ulster Coarse Fishing Federation
•Ulster Farmer’s Union
•Cookstown District Council
•Craigavon Borough Council
•Dungannon & South Tyrone Borough Council
•Federation of Lough Neagh & Lough Beg 
Wildfowlers
•Lisburn City Council
•Lough Neagh Partnership
•Lough Neagh Rescue
•Lough Neagh Sand Traders’ Association (NI) 
Ltd
•Shaftesbury Estate Ltd
•Royal Yachting Association



Management Committee
• Environment & Heritage Service
• Department of Cultural Arts & Leisure
• Waterways Ireland
• Sports Council
• Countryside Access & Activities Net work
• Fisheries Conservancy Board
• Officers from Local Authorities



The Area



Advisory Committee Staff

1 Liaison Off icer

1 Biodiversity Officer

½ Admin Officer

(1  Invasive Species Off icer)



Core Funding

Project Funding

• EHS
• DCAL
• 9 Local Authorities

• EHS
• Landfill
• Partnerships / DARD
• Others



North Coast  WWTW

• Reported concerns
• Advised
• Commented on desi gn & standards
• Practical considerations
• Site Visits
• Spills & CSOs
• Rest of River



Operation Regime of Sluice Gates

•Water Quantity

•Fish & Elver passage

•Reported concerns

•DCAL produced report

•Revised Gate Regime



Dredging / Habitat creation

• Dredging for navigation
• Improve Biodiversity (SPA Features)
• Habitat creation from spoi l
• Article 6
• Practicalities



Lough Neagh Navigation Authority

• Develop and maintain navigation
• Safety – commercial and recreational
• Co-ordinate activities
• On water zoning
• Marketing

• Sewage pump out
• Fuel bunding



Lough Neagh Wetlands 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan



Coppies River Project
Aim – to reinstate the river as a brown trout 

spawning habitat

Coppies

Moyola

Lough Neagh

Lower Bann

Water quality improvement
Habitat creation / improvement
Practical local action

Local Biodiversity Action & WFD



Partnership approach

• Working groups, partnerships, steering 
groups, limited companies

• Advisory Committee structure

• Lough Neagh and Lower Bann Partnerships

• £3.2m & £.75m

• DARD’s Rural Development Programme



Way Forward re WFD

Advisory Committees wil l continue to:

• provide strategic & co -ordinated advice

• stimulate and advise on projects

• co-ordinate action

• source & direct funding 

• liaise with stakeholders & statutory agencies on 
implementation of WFD – quality and quantity



Issues / Thoughts
• Whole RBMP 

• Timescale – draft RBMP by end 2008!

• Stakeholder and Local  ‘ownership’

• Existing structures

• Cross Departmental

• Implementation - funding


