PORTMORE LOUGH

Views About Management
The Environment (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 Article 28(2)

A statement of Environment and Heritage Service’s views about the management
of Portmore Lough Area of Special Scientific Interest (“the ASSI?)

consents are obtained,
MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES
Wintering Waterbirds

Portmore Lough ASSIis a wintering site for large numbers of mj gratory waterbirds. As
part of the wider Lough Neagh system it Supports populations of Little Grebe, Great
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unacceptable levels of disturbance to feeding birds. It is therefore important that
damaging practices are minimised around the ASSL

Secure roost sites, free from disturbance, are essential to allow the birds to conserve
energy when not feeding. Some of these roosts may lie outside the ASSL. Undisturbed
roosts are particularly important during severe winter weather. Wildfowl usually roost
on open water, while waders tend to use islands or isolated headlands. The variety of
habitats present within the ASSI should be managed in order to safeguard the wintering
waterbird population.

Specific objectives include:
Feeding habitats — it is important to maintain the quality and extent of the
habitats used for feeding by the birds, in particular the open water and
surrounding reedbed, fen and grassland, where present.
Disturbance around known roost sites and frequently used feeding areas should
be minimised. Access by walkers, vehicles, boats and other persons or activities
which may cause disturbance should be restricted, where possible.
Management principles applicable to all habitats throughout the site

Ensure that disturbance to the site and its wildlife is minimised.

Discourage non-native species, especially those that tend to spread at the
expense of native wildlife.

Maintain the diversity and quality of the wetland habitats associated with the
open waters of Portmore Lough, such as swamp, fen, wet grassland and wet
woodland, through sensitive management. These adjoining habitats are very
important for wildlife, in particular breeding birds and invertebrates.
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