Coastal & Marine Biodiversity Delivery Group Meeting
4™ November 2009
Exploris, Portaferry

Attendees

Joanne Gaffney CBAIT
James Strong AFBI
Matt Service AFBI

Ciaran McGonigle Loughs Agency
Catherine Bertrand Mourne Heritage Trust
John Anderson CNCC

Phil Davidson National Trust

Bob Davidson NIEA (NH — Chair)
Gary Burrows NIEA (NH)

Chris Burns NIEA (WMU)

Ken Bradley PEPG

Joe Breen NIEA (NH)

Eric Bann NIEA (NH)

Orla Maguire NILGA

Melanie Gomes NI Marine Taskforce
Helen Nutt NIEA (WMU)

Helen Paul NIEA (NH — Minute Taker)
1. Welcome

Bob welcomed everyone to the meeting. He informed everyone that Helena
Challinor, manager of Exploris would be attending part of the meeting to
provide an update on the future of the centre.

2. Apologies
Apologies were received from Elizabeth Sides, Maxime Sizaret; Valerie
Crozer, Gareth Greer, Julia Nunn & Paddy Boylan.

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.

Joe reported that work on recreating the Marine Science Group was
progressing.

Gary gave an update on the Position Statement on Sharks, Skates & Rays in
NI Waters. He advised that the next step would be to find a way to take
forward the recommendations. Bob suggested that a core group be set up
initially to deal with the issues and then a workshop could be held possiblyin
Februaryto involve the wider stakeholder group. Adiscussion took place as to
the groups thatshould be involved at the 1% stage. It was agreed that the
following people should be contacted — lan Hume & Mark McCaughan
(DARD), Marcus McAuley (DCAL), Walter Crozier(AFBI) and Stephen Beggs
(Loughs Agency). Gary Burrows & Ciaran McGonigle wanted to be involved



and it was felt that Barbara Small (DETI) should be copied in to any
correspondence.

Action Point 1: Bob to set up group to take forward the recommendations
from the Position Statement on Sharks, Skates & Rays.

It was also suggested that the Position Statement should be added to the
agenda for the NIEA/Fisheries meeting.

Action Point 2: Eric to add Position Statement on Sharks, Skates & Rays to
the agenda for the NIEA/Fisheries meeting.

Melanie advised the group that the NI Marine Task Force had commissioned
Dr Sue Gubbay to write a report providing specific advice on the delivery of
the MP Anetwork in NI. She agreed to forward this report to the group.
Action Point 3: Melanie to circulate the report to the group.

Helena Challinor joined the meeting at this point to provide the group with an
update on the future of Exploris. She informed the group of the various grants
they had applied for and the plans they had for refurbishment.

4. Priority Species Update

Bob advised that the Priority Species list for NI was still being worked on. He
mformed the group that a draft list and process had been passed to CNCC on
29" September and it would then be passed to NIBG to be signed off. Richard
Weyl will attend the next meeting of this group as by that stage the list will be
cleared and the group can then look at the marine species.

Action Point 4: Bob to email the Priority Species list to the group.

Action Point 5: Bob to invite Richard Weyl to the next meeting and to add
Priority Species to the agenda.

5. Unregulated Shellfish Harvesting Update & Action Plan

Joe informed the group that NIEA had commissioned a report using
QUERCUS entitled ‘Unregulated harvesting of intertidal shellfish in Strangford
Lough’. He gave a presentation on the report and advised that the full report
was available on the NIEAwebsite. A copy of his presentation is attached at
Annex 1. He advised that intemally NIEAwould have to meet and devise a
position statement. The main contact within NIEA s still to be decided but it
was agreed that Loughs Agency, CNCC, Aquaculture (Paul Moore) & Heather
Moore should all be involved in the initial stages.

Action Point 6: Melanie agreed to send details of 2 intertidal harvesting
reports to the group.

6. Report on Communication Workshop

Eric tabled a paper showing the outcome ofthe Communications workshop
held atthe Coastal Zone, Portrush on 13" May 2009. He asked for anyone to
send any comments to him and he would issue a revised report before
Christmas.

Action Point 7: Everyone to send comments to Eric.



Eric also informed the group that NIEA hoped to hold marine themed days on
7" & 8™ August 2010 and he suggested the possibility of similar events
throughout the province. It was suggested that the AFBI ship could possibly
be made available as part of the marine days.

Action Point 8: Eric to email details of the marine days to the group.

Action Point 9: Eric to liaise with Matt on the availability of the ship.

7. Marine Climate Change Impact Report

Ken reported that the Marine Climate Change Impacts Partnership had been
set up to form an overview on the impacts of Climate Change on the Marine
Environment. The MCCIP developed annual report cards and the report
contains 5 topics and he reported that there have been a number of
working/steering groups set up. Ken tabled a brochure and Matt agreed to
produce a briefing note on the Climate Change Impact report which he would
circulate to the group.

Action Point 10: Matt to circulate briefing note to the group.

Action Point 11: Melanie to circulate the link to seaweb to the group.

8. Red Bay SAC
Joe gave a presentation on the Red Bay SAC, copy of which is attached at
Annex 2.

Joanne enquired about how she could be included on the list of consultees.
Action Point 12: Joe to provide Joanne with contact name for inclusion on
the consultation list.

9. Update on Marine Bill and Marine Strategy Directive

Ken gave an update on the Marine Bill. He informed the group that the
Minister had agreed the work structure on Licensing, Marine Planning & MNC.
He advised that as yet there is no decision on the delivery mechanism but he
advised that they are on track to go to full consultation in the spring.

He also updated the group on the Marine Strategy Directive advising that the
consultation period was running from 30™ October to 22™ January 2010.

10. AOB
Catherine gave a brief update on the position of the contracts for the
Biodiversity Officers.

Ken gave a brief update on the position of the Wildlife Order.

11. Date of Next Meeting
The date and venue of the next meeting is to be arranged.
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