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TO ALL CONSULTEES





Your Reference:



Our Reference:



Date
         4 April 2003





Dear Consultee



TRANSPOSITION OF THE END OF LIFE VEHICLES DIRECTIVE (2000/53/EC) – A CONSULTATION PAPER ON THE END OF LIFE VEHICLES REGULATIONS 2003

The End-of-Life Vehicles (ELV) Directive (2000/53/EC) is an environmental EC Directive aimed at reducing the amount of waste arising from scrapped vehicles.  In particular, it sets targets for the reuse, recycling and recovery of materials and components; requires manufacturers to design vehicles with reuse and recyclibility in mind; requires the setting up of collection and dismantling systems; and sets standards for dismantlers and scrap metal recyclers.

As a result of the complexity of the issues involved, the UK was not in a position to implement this Directive by the implementation date of 21 April 2002.  In fact, no Member State met this date and consequently the UK is among 10 countries that may be referred to the European Court of Justice(ECJ) in the near future.  The ECJ may ultimately impose daily fines on the UK for non-transposition of the Directive and it is therefore vital that the ELV Directive is implemented throughout the UK as soon as possible.

A consultation paper was issued in GB on 7 March 2003 by the Department of Trade and Industry and by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  This paper sought views on two draft Statutory Instruments (a) The End of Life Vehicles Regulations 2003 and (b) The End of Life Vehicles (Storage and Treatment) (England and Wales) Regulations 2003.  

It is proposed that a total of 3 consultation papers will be issued this year in Northern Ireland in relation to the implementation of the Directive.  The first of these, which is attached, seeks your views on the draft Statutory Instrument entitled The End of Life Vehicles Regulations 2003 which covers the following provisions of the Directive:

· Article 4 -restrictions on the use of heavy metals in vehicle manufacture, with exemptions, some of which are time limited;

· Article 5 - the introduction of a Certificate of Destruction, which will trigger the removal of an ELV from the vehicle register;  in relation to vehicles that are put on the market on or after 1 July 2002 and which have no market value they shall be accepted by an authorized treatment facility without imposing a charge on the last owner or holder as a result of the end-of-life vehicle having no market value( there are some exceptions to this requirement).  

· Article 8 – the marking of certain vehicle parts and the provision of dismantling information;

· Article 9(2) – the publishing of information on various aspects of the treatment and recycling of vehicles; and 

· Annex II – Materials and components exempt from Article 4(2)(a).

Separate consultation papers will issue in Northern Ireland in due course in relation to (a) the storage and treatment of end-of-life vehicles and (b) ‘free take-back’ of end-of-life vehicles and re-use, recycling and recovery targets.

In order to include NI in UK wide legislation which is proposed to be made in July 2003, responses are invited to the attached consultation paper within 10 weeks rather than the standard period for consultation of 12 weeks.  The deadline for comments on this consultation is therefore 13 June 2003.  Written comments should be sent to:-

Clifford Maxwell

Environmental Policy Division

River House

48 High Street

Belfast

BT1 2AW

Replies can be sent by e-mail to Clifford.Maxwell@doeni.gov.uk  Alternatively, if you wish to respond by textphone, the telephone number is 028 9054 0855. A list of consultees is attached for information.  If you wish to add further names or to make any other changes to this list, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Maxwell at 028 9025 7364 or use the textphone at 028 9054 0642.

The consultation document may also be viewed on the Environment and Heritage Service website at www.ehsni.gov.uk
Waste Management Licensing Regulations will not be introduced in Northern Ireland until late 2003.  It is likely that the competent authorities will wish to rely upon these Regulations in order to ensure that an establishment or undertaking carries out treatment operations on end of life vehicles in accordance with the requirements of Article 6 and Annex 1 of the Directive.  Parts V and VI of the End of Life Vehicle Regulations 2003 may not therefore be in operation in Northern Ireland until late 2003.

Yours sincerely

SANDY TRUESDALE
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