
The Quoile Pondage Fishkill & NIEA investigation
NIEA Incident Number WR 5/08/97
NIEA Area 5 Water Quality Team
Lead Investigating Water Quality Inspector – Dr Kevin McGlynn



Pollution Incidents
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Fishkills

26Medium or High 
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Incidents

20082007*

* Pre-audit numbers
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View towards Tidal Barrier
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Downstream of Killyleagh Road
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Steamboat Quay
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View near Yacht Club
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Dead Fish – Pike at Inch Abbey
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Northern Ireland Rainfall 

• Met-office records collected since 1914 

• August 2008 - 203.2 mm

• Was wettest summer month on record

• Only 5 months with + 200 mm 

• Dec 1919, Dec 1929, Dec 1978, Dec 1999 & Oct 2002

• Only one wetter summer season - 1958



Timeline of events
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Oil booms in Roughal Drain
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Roughal Drain looking upstream



Timeline of events
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Quoile Barrage

Plank Drain

Roughal Drain

Downpatrick WWTW

Quoile 
Pondage 
Overview
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Plank Drain

Downpatrick WWTW

Roughal Drain

Railway 
Bridge

Inch Abbey

Quoile Bridge
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Dissolved Oxygen (mg/l)
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BOD & SS (mg/l)
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AFBI / NIEA 

Continuous 
Monitoring Buoy
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Normal water column conditions in 
Quoile Pondage

Fresh water

High Dissolved Oxygen

Saline water

Low Dissolved Oxygen

Organic material
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Normal Conditions Flood Water 
Inundation

Fishkill

Fresh water

High Dissolved Oxygen

Saline water

Low Dissolved Oxygen

Organic material

Fresh Water
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Water Pollution Hotline
0800 807060
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