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Introduction

The Peatland & Uplands Biodiversity Delivety Group (BDG) is one of five BDGs establis hed to help deliver the commitments for
priority habitats and species within the Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy. Each BDG is a partnership of key stakeholders
working together towards the biodiversity targets for habitats and s pecies. Further details for this and other BDGs can be found at
http:/Mvww nienvironme nt.gov.uk

The Peatland & Uplknds Biodiversity Delively Group addresses the follow ing priority habitats in Northern Ireland which are the

subject of Habitat Action Plans (HAPs); lowland raised bog, blanket bog, lowland heathland, upland heathland and montane
heath. New UK priority habitats which will be addressed by the group include inland rock cutcrops and scree habiats, mountain

heaths and willow scrub and upland flushes, fens and swamps. In additon, actions for priority species associated wih these
habitats willalso be addressed by the group.

This work programme sets outwork thatthe Peatland & Up lands BDG members will carry out over the nextthree years. It is
reviewed annually .

Work Programme structure

The ‘key tas ks’ have been derived from a collation ex ercise carried outin 2006 to bring together‘actions’ fromindividual habitat
action plans into this higher level, ntegrated, work programme for the BDG. Many of these key tasks are ongoing, such as 1.2

Designate further peatland & upland sites as required or 2.1 Monitoring and reporton the condition of SAC/ASSI selection features ~__ { peleted:

T '[ Deleted:

programme because they are importantbutare notalw ays given a SMART timeframe becaus e there are other systems in place to
take these foward. Other key tasks are very broadl expressed for example 5.1 Further promote Peatlands Paik as the flagship for
achieving Peatlands education through a wide variety of media and as a restoration site or 5.3 Provide opportunities, where
appropriate, for public access to and enjpymentof peatlands and uplands.

A ‘comment’ has been added to some key tasks to outline the context or state of progress.



SITE DESIGNATION

Objective 1: Design ate all priority peatland and upland habitats that meet h e scientific criteria required ©or ASSl designation, by 2012 and
identify locally importantsites as Sites of Local Nature Conservation Interest (SLNCIs) in DevelopmentPlans. _______________
Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments /Upd ate
11 R eviewthe c overage of NIEA On-going
peatland and upland habitas within
the SAC/ASSI/NNR series
12 D esignate further peatland & upland NIEA On-going NIEA has atargetofdesignatng additional 25 sites per
sites as required yearoverthe next3years
13 Identify all peatland and upbnd Local | NIEA 2011 This canbe used © informa) the selection of SLNCls,
Wildlife Sites’ throughoutN orthern b) developmentcontroland ¢) other Govemment
Ireland regulation activity .
14 Identify SLNCls in Development Planning Sewvice / NIEA/ In line with
Plans. NGOs /D istrict Councils Area Phn
programme

MANAGEMENT OF DESIGNATED SITES

Ob jective 2: Main tain favourable condition or imp ro ve the conservation condition toward s favourable,of95% of h e features underying he
design ation of internationally impo rtan t wildlife sites and Areas o fSp ecial Scien tific interest by 2013.
Key Tasks Lead Partner /Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate
2.1 Monitor and re port on the condition NIEA On-going. NIEA has arolling monitoring programme
of SAC/ASSI siteselection features.
22 Restore peatland and upland NIEA / DARD On-going NIEA and DARD use MOS S and NICMS respec tv ely

SACSs/ASSIs which are not in
favourablecondition.

to deliver management on designated sites.

A “Remedies Programme”, simlarto that used by
Natural England, is currently being developed by NIEA,
and ths wil contribute to this Task.
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MANAGEMENT OF PEATLAND AND UPLANDS IN THE WIDER COUNTRYSIDE

Ob jective 3: Main tain the current extent and overall distribution of peatland and uplands currently in favourable cond ition and impro ve the
condition of those areaso f peatland and up lands which are degrad ed but read ily restorableby 2010 and in roduce manag ement
regimes to improve h e condition o fthe remaining sites by 2015.
Agriculture
Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate
31 Produce habitat classifications, NIEA, 200 [ |
definitions and indicatoss for
peatland and upland habitats
3.2 Ensure that the agn- envionment DARD /AFBI/NIEA On-going
sc heme monitoring program me can
contribute to reporting on peatland
and upland habitats
3.3 Produce definitions of ‘favourable NIEA / DARD /AFBI 2010 A workshop was held in 2008. Def initions wil be
condition”, “unfavourable condition” further infom ed by NICSZOOE’ ________________ |
and ‘unfavourable recovering” for
peatland and upland habitats for the
wider county side.
34 Reviewand amend, if necessary, DARD /NIEA 2010
the efficacy of Codes of Good
Practice for Peat Cutting.
35 Review existing guidance on ALL 2010
peatland and upland habitat
management.
Catchment Management
Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate
3.6 Ensure thatpeatland and upland NIEA On-going Three RBMPs, covering he whole of Northern Ireland,

habitats are fully included in the
development and delv ety of River
Basin Management Plans (RBMPs).

are cumently outfor public consultation with a closing
date for responses of 22 June 2009.
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Monitoring

Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate
3.7 Monitor and report on the condition NIEA 2010 NIC S2007/8 will inform wider countryside reporting
of peatland and uplands in the wider
country side .
3.8 Ensure that the condition of peatland | NIEA 2009
and upland habitats is reported
through the Northem Ireland
Countryside Suwvey (2007).
39 Develop an inventory of the exent NIEA 2010
andcondition of peatland and upland
habitats.
Research
Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate
3.10 Identify research priorities for ALL 2010 Current 2009) DEFRA Peat Project will help ide ntify
peatland and upland habitats. priorties .
Forestry
Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate
3.11 Ensure no afforestation on peatland | Forest Sew ice On-going
and upland sites.
3.12 Ensure that the devebpm ent and Forest Sew ice On-going

implem entation of forestpolicies
continue to protect and enhance the
management of peatland and upland
habitats.

_ - Deteted: 8/910
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Planning Policy

Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate

3.13 Produce arevised Planning Policy PNRD (Planning & Natural | 2010
Statement 2: “Planning and Nature Resources Division DOEY | _ o - -[Deleted: P lanning Se nice J
Consevation” which ensures NIEA
adequate protection of peatland and

; uplnd haoitats. | 4 A { Deleted: 3.14 .1

De velopment Control

Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate

3.14 _____| dentfy and assess the significance_ | Planning Service /NIEA/ | 2010 | ___ ... )._.-- { Deleted: 5 )
of land development and land DARD /District Councils
improvement issues affecting
peatland and upland habitats.

315 _____[1 Reviewthe_implications for peatland [ Planning Service /NIEA __ [2010 | . ______ . _____________________|...-- { Deleted: 6 )
and upland consewvation of he
expans ion of the R enewable Energy
Industry in Northern Ireland.

31g [ Produce revised guidancefor he | ALL | 2000 e { Deleted: 7 )
management of peatland and upland
habitats to inclde guidance on
assessing developmentproposals.

Peate xtraction

Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments/ Upd ate

31, .. | Carry outanassessment of the | NIEA . | 2011 . | Requirement for assessment wil be informed by | .- +{ Deleted: 8 )
amount of peat which is extracted for D EFR A Peat Project (2009) "\,[De,eted: 2 J
fuel in Northern Ireland.

31§ [ Ensure thatappropriateconditions_ _ | Planning Sevice /NIEA | On-going. _ |~ __________________._._.|...-- { Deleted: 9 )

are included in planning pemissions
to minimise environmentaldamage
and where practicable recreate

pe atland/wetland habitat.




PEAT USE AND ALTERNATIVES

Ob jective 4:

Seek tohave a minimum of 90% of th e peat produ ct market requirements for soilimprovers and g ro wing media to be suppliedby

non-peat material by 2010.

NOTE: 90% of the btal market for soil improverandgrowing media to bep eat free in he UK by 2010. (Target 4: UK Lowland Raised Bog HAP)

Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments /Upd ate

4.1 Reduce the use of horticutural peat | ALL 2010
in the managementof the
governmentestate to less than 10%.

4.2 Reduce the use of allpeat products | ALL 2012
on the govemment estate by 95%.

4.3 Phase out the use of all peat ALL 2010
products on the govemmentestate
by 2010.

4.4 Produce guidance and advice to ALL 2010
minimise the use of peat for
horticultue and fuel.

45 Encourage greateruse of peatand ALL 2009 Use of atematives now >50% in the UK. Further
peat alternative productsforgrowing information wil be avaiable from the current DEFRA
media andsoil improvess. P eat Project.

46 Identify the research requirements to | ALL 2010 Will be informed by DEFRA P eat Project (2009)

contribute to the development of
peat alernatives in Norhern Ireland.

RAISING AWARENESS

Objective5: Improveunderstanding and increase the awaren ess of peatland issues amongst the public, landown ers and stakeholders.
Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate
51 Further promote Peatlands Park as NIEA On-going
the flagship for achieving Peatlands
education through a wide variety of
media and as a restoration site.
52 Reviewand update the peathnds NIEA 2009
we bsite and CD Rom
53 Prov ide opportunities, where ALL On-going

appropriate, for public access to and
enjoymentof peatlands and uplands.




IMPLEMENTATION

Objective6: Ensure thatthis work programme is implemented and reviewed .

Key Tasks Lead Partner / Partners Timeframe | Comments / Upd ate

6.1 Review work programme and ALL Annualy Progress review to be provided n 2010
progress on an annual basis.

6.2 Reviewterms of reference on an NIEA Annualy
annual basis.

6.3 Establish a Lowlands Wetland NIEA 2009

Group as a sub-group of the
Wetlands BDG and Peatlands and

Upland BDG

6.4 Publish a N orthern Ireland Peatland | PNRD (Planning & Natural | 2010
Policy. Resources Division, DOE)

6.5 Reviewthe Northem Ireland PNRD (Planning & Natural | 2011
Peathnd Policy . Resources Division, DOE)

6.6 Prov de representation from the NIEA Annualy

Peathnd and Upland BDG on
relevant UK Bodi ersity Habitat
Groups

6.7 Establish further links and dev elop ALL On-going
exbthng links with GreatB iitain and
the Republic of Ireland © ke
forward the aims of the work

programme.
6.8 Incomporate new UK Habitat Action ALL 2010 New UK priority habitats include Inland rock outcrop
Plans to this work programme andscree habitats, Mountain heath andscruband
Uplandflushes, fens and swamps.
6.9 Incomporate relevant priority species | ALL 2010 A process in underway through the Priority Species
to this work programme BDG to add NI priority species to the revised UK list

andto ‘'signpost how these will be managed.
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314 Produce a Planning Pdicy Planning Service / DRD To be
Statement on mineral deve gomert confirmed
to include poli cies and guidance on
peatland and up and habitats.



