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Introduction 
 
The Peatland & Uplands Biodiversity Delivery  Group (BDG) is one of f ive BDGs establis hed to help deliver the commitments for 
priority  habitats and species  within the Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy .  Eac h BDG is a partnership of key s takeholders 
working together towards the biodiversity targets for habitats and s pecies.  Further details for this and other BDGs can be found at 
http://www.ni-environment.gov.uk 
 

The Peatland & Uplands  Biodivers ity Delivery  Group address es the follow ing priority habitats  in Northern Ireland whic h are the 
subject of Habitat Action Plans (HAPs); low land rais ed bog, blanket bog, low land heathland, upland heathland and montane 
heath.  New UK priority habitats which will be address ed by the group inc lude inland rock outc rops and sc ree habitats, mountain 
heaths and willow  sc rub and upland f lushes, fens and swamps. In addition, ac tions for priority spec ies ass ociated with thes e 
habitats  w ill also be addressed by the group. 

 
This work programme sets out work that the Peatland & Up lands  BDG members  will carry  out over the next three years .  It is 
reviewed annually . 
 
Work Programme structure 
 
The ‘key  tas ks ’ have been deriv ed from a collation ex ercise c arried out in 2006 to bring together ‘actions’ from indiv idual habitat 
ac tion plans into this  higher level, integrated, work programme for the BDG.  Many  of these key tasks are ongoing, such as  1.2 
Designate further peatland & upland sites  as required or 2.1 Monitoring and report on the condition of SAC/ASSI selection features  
or 3.9 Develop an inventory of extent, location and condition of peatland & upland habitats . These are included in the w ork 
programme because they  are important but are not alw ays  given a SMART t imeframe becaus e there are other systems in place to 
take these forward.  Other key tas ks are very broadly  expressed for example 5.1 Further promote Peatlands Park  as the flagship for 
achieving Peatlands  education through a wide variety of media and as a restoration site or 5.3 Provide opportunities, where 
appropriate, for public  acc ess  to and enjoyment of peatlands and uplands. 
 
A ‘comment’ has  been added to s ome key tasks to outline the context or state of progress . 
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SITE DESIGNATION 
 
Ob jective 1: Design ate all prio rity peatland and upland habitats that meet th e scientific  criteria requ ired fo r ASSI designation, by 2012 and 

iden tify locally importan t sites as Sites of Local Nature Conservation Interest (SLNCIs) in  Develop men t Plans. 
 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
1.1 R eview the c ov erage of  

peatland and upland habitats  with in 
the SAC /ASSI/NNR series  

NIEA On-going 
 

 

1 .2 D esignate further peatland & upland 
s ites as  required 

NIEA On-going NIEA has a target of des ignating additional 25 s ites per 
y ear over the nex t 3 y ears  

1 .3 Identify all peatland and upland ‘Local 
Wildlife Sites ’ throughout N orthern 
Ireland  

NIEA 2011 This can be used to in form a) the se lec tion of SLNCIs, 
b) development contro l and c ) other Gov ernment 
regulation ac tiv ity . 

1.4 Identify SLNCIs in Development 
Plans . 

Planning Serv ice / NIEA / 
NGOs / D istrict Councils 

In  line with 
Area Plan 
programme 

 

 
 
MANAGEMENT OF DESIGNATED SITES 
 
Ob jective 2: Main tain favourable con dition or imp ro ve the conservation  con dition to ward s favourab le, o f 95% of th e featu res underlying th e 

design ation of internationally impo rtan t wildlife  sites and Areas o f Sp ecial Scien tific in terest by 2013. 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
2.1 Monitor and report on the condition 

of  SAC/ASSI site s election features. 
NIEA On-going. 

 
NIEA has a rolling monitoring programme  

2 .2 Restore peatland and upland 
SACs/ASSIs which are not in 
favourable condition. 

NIEA / DARD On-going NIEA and DARD us e MOSS and NICMS respec tiv ely 
to deliver management on designated sites. 
A “Remedies  Programme”, simi lar to  that used by 
Natural England, is currently being developed by NIEA, 
and th is  will c ontribute to this  Task. 
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MANAGEMENT OF PEATLAND AND UPLANDS IN THE WIDER COUNTRYSIDE  
 
Ob jective 3: Main tain the cu rren t exten t and overall distribution of peatland and uplands curren tly in favourable cond ition and impro ve the 

condition of those areas o f peatland and up lands which are degrad ed  but read ily resto rable b y 2010 and in troduce manag ement 
regimes to improve th e co ndition o f the remaining  sites by 2015. 

 
Agriculture 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
3.1 Produce habitat classif ications, 

definitions and ind icators  for 
peatland and upland habitats 

NIEA  2010  

3.2 Ensure that the agri- environment 
sc heme monitoring program me can 
contribute to reporting on peatland 
and upland habitats 

DARD / AFBI / N IEA On-going  

3.3 Produce defin itions of “favourable 
condition”, “unfavourable condition” 
and “unfavourable recovering” for 
peatland and upland habitats f or the 
wider country side.   

NIEA / DARD / AFBI 2010 A workshop was held in 2008. Def in itions  will be 
further inform ed by NICS2007/8. 

3 .4 Rev iew and amend, if necessary , 
the eff icacy  of Codes  of Good 
Practice for Peat Cutting. 

DARD / NIEA 2010  

3.5 Rev iew existing guidance on 
peatland and upland habitat 
management. 

ALL 2010  

 
Catchment Management  
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
3.6 Ensure that peatland and upland 

habitats are fully  included in  the 
development and deliv ery  of Riv er 
Basin Managem ent Plans  (RBMPs ). 

NIEA On-going Three RBMPs, covering the whole of Northern Ireland, 
are currently  out for public consultation with  a clos ing 
date f or responses of  22nd June 2009. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Deleted: / DA RD

Deleted: 8/9/10

Deleted: ?



 7

Monitor ing 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
3.7 
 

Monitor and report on the condition 
of  peatland and uplands in the wider 
country side. 

NIEA 2010 N IC S2007/8 will inf orm wider countryside reporting 

3.8 Ensure that the condition of  peatland 
and upland habitats is reported 
through the Northern Ireland 
Countryside Survey (2007). 

NIEA 2009  

3.9 Develop an inventory  of the ex tent 
and condition of peatland and upland 
habitats. 

NIEA 2010  

 
Research  
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
3.10 Identify  research priorities  f or 

peatland and upland habitats. 
ALL 2010 C urrent (2009) DEFRA Peat Project will he lp identify  

priorities . 
 

 
Forestry 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
3.11 Ensure no afforestation on peatland 

and upland sites . 
Forest Serv ice On-going  

 
3 .12 Ensure that the developm ent and 

implem entation of  fores t po licies  
continue to protect and enhance the 
management of peatland and upland 
habitats. 

Forest Serv ice On-going  

 

Deleted: 8/9/10

Deleted: ? W



 8

Planning Policy  
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
3.13 Produce a rev is ed Planning  Policy  

Statement 2: “Planning and Nature 
Conservation” which ensures 
adequate protec tion of peatland and  
upland habita ts. 

PNRD (Planning & Natural 
Resources Divis ion, DOE) / 
NIEA 

2010  
 

 
 
De velopment Contro l 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
3.14 
 

Identify  and ass ess the sign ificance 
of  land dev elopment and land 
improv ement issues affec ting 
peatland and upland habitats. 

Planning Serv ice / NIEA / 
DARD / Dis trict Councils 

2010  

3.15 
 

Rev iew the implications  f or peatland 
and upland cons ervation of  the 
expans ion of the R enewable Energy 
Industry in Northern Ire land. 

Planning Serv ice / NIEA 2010  

3.16 Produce revis ed guidance f or the 
management of peatland and upland 
habitats to inc lude guidance on 
assess ing development proposals. 

ALL 2010  

 
Peat e xtraction  
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
3.17 Carry out an ass essment of  the 

amount of peat which is extracted for 
fuel in Northern Ire land. 

NIEA 2011 R equirement for assessment will be informed by  
D EFR A Peat Pro jec t (2009) 

3.18 Ensure that appropriate c onditions  
are inc luded in p lanning permiss ions  
to  minimise env ironmenta l damage 
and where prac ticable recreate 
peatland/wetland habitat. 

Planning Serv ice / NIEA On-going  
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PEAT USE AND ALTERNATIVES  
 
Ob jective 4:  Seek to have a minimum of 90% of th e peat produ ct market requirements for soil imp ro vers and g ro wing media to be supplied b y 

non-peat material b y 2010. 
 
NOTE: 90% of the to tal market for soil imp ro ver and growing media to be p eat free in th e UK  by 2010. (Target 4: UK Lo wland Raised Bog HAP) 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
4.1 Reduce the use of  horticu ltura l peat 

in the management of the 
government estate to less than 10%. 

ALL 2010  

4.2 Reduce the use of  a ll peat products 
on the government estate by 95%. 

ALL 2012  

4.3 Phase out the use of  a ll peat 
products  on the government estate 
by  2010. 

ALL 2010  

4.4 Produce guidance and advice to  
minimise the us e of peat f or 
horticu lture and fuel. 

ALL 2010  

4.5 Encourage greater use of  peat and 
peat a lternative produc ts for growing 
media and soil improvers . 

ALL 2009 Use of a lternatives now >50% in the UK. Further 
in formation will be available f rom the current DEFRA 
Peat Project. 

4 .6 Identify  the research requirements  to  
contribute to the dev elopment of  
peat a lternatives in Northern Ireland. 

ALL 2010 Will be informed by DEFRA Peat Project (2009) 

 
RAISING AWARENESS  
 
Ob jective 5: Improve understand ing and increase the awaren ess of peatland  issues amongst the public, landown ers and stakeholders. 
 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
5.1 
 

Further promote Peatlands Park as 
the f lagship for achiev ing Peatlands 
education through a wide varie ty  of  
media and as  a restoration site. 

NIEA On-going  

5.2 
 

Review and update the peatlands 
website and C D Rom  

NIEA 2009  

5.3 Prov ide opportunities , where 
appropria te, for public acc ess to  and 
enjoyment of peatlands  and uplands. 

ALL On-going  
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IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Ob jective 6: Ensu re th at th is work prog ramme is implemen ted and reviewed . 
 
Key Tasks  Lead Partner / Partners  Timeframe Comments / Upd ate 
6.1 Rev iew work programme and 

progress  on an annual basis. 
ALL Annually  Progress rev iew to be prov ided in  2010 

6.2 Rev iew terms of referenc e on an 
annual bas is. 

NIEA Annually   

6 .3 Establish a Lowlands Wetland 
Group as  a sub-group of the 
Wetlands BDG and Peatlands  and 
Upland BDG   

NIEA 2009  

6.4 Publish a N orthern Ireland Peatland 
Policy. 

PNRD (Planning & Natural 
Resources Divis ion, DOE) 

2010  

6 .5 Rev iew the Northern Ireland 
Peatland Policy . 

PNRD (Planning & Natural 
Resources Divis ion, DOE) 

2011  

6.6 Prov ide representation from the 
Peatland and Upland BDG on 
re lev ant UK Biodiv ersity Habitat 
Groups 

NIEA Annually   

6 .7 Establish further links and dev elop 
ex is ting links with Great Britain and 
the Republic of Ire land to take 
forward the aims of the work 
programme. 

ALL On-going  

6.8 Incorporate new UK Habitat Action 
Plans to this work programme 

ALL 2010 N ew UK priority  habita ts  include Inland rock  outcrop 
and scree habitats, Mountain heath and scrub and 
U pland f lushes , fens and s wamps.  

6 .9 Incorporate re levant priority  species 
to  th is work programme  
 

ALL 2010 A process in  underway through the Priority Species 
BDG to add NI priority  species to the rev ised UK list 
and to ‘s ignpos t’ how these will be managed. 
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3.14 Produce a Pl anning Policy 

Statement on mineral devel opment  
to i nclude poli cies and guidance on 
peatl and and upl and habitats. 

Planni ng  Service / DRD To  be 
confi rmed  

 

 

 


