
Storage in a secure bunded 
area of greater than 1,000 

litres, at any one time.

No waste management
authorisation required

Storage in a secure bunded 
area of up to 1,000 litres, at 

any one time

Treatment of up to 5,000 
litres per annum

Waste Management Licence (1) Waste Management Licence (1)

AUTHORISING THE STORAGE AND PHYSICAL TREATMENT OF USED COOKING OIL

No waste management
authorisation required 

Treatment of greater than 
5,000 litres per annum

Storage for recovery or 
reuse

Physical treatment but not 
production of biodiesel

USED
COOKING 

OIL

Please note that all treated 
oil and residues must be 
sent to an appropriately 

authorised facility
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Production of greater than 
100 litres per batch.

De Minimis Approach
No waste management
authorisation required

Production of up to 100 
litres per batch (small scale 

production and personal 
use).

Non commercial production 
– typically less than 5000l 

per annum for personal use

Waste Management Licence (1) PPC Permit (2)

AUTHORISING THE TREATMENT OF USED COOKING OIL TO PRODUCE BIODIESEL

Waste Management Licence (1)

Commercial production 

Physical Treatment Chemical Treatment 

USED
COOKING 

OIL

Treatment To Produce  
Biodiesel

• An operator must initially contact Strategic Planning Division in Planning Service to discuss planning issues Tel: 02890 416700.  Appropriate planning permission is 
a pre-requisite to make a licence or PPC permit application.
• An operator must also contact NIEA Water Management Unit to discuss discharge consent requirements on the site Tel: 02892 623100.  A discharge consent or a 
declaration from NIEA that a discharge consent is not required is a pre-requisite to make a licence application.  Discharges will be assessed as part of an PPC Permit 
application.
• Biodiesel which meets the Biodiesel QP Standard is no longer a waste.  
• Biodiesel which does not meet the Biodiesel QP Standard, will still be a waste and must be managed within waste legislation.
Applications:
(1) http://www.ni-environment.gov.uk/application_for_a_waste_management_licence.pdf
(2) http://www.ni-environment.gov.uk/pollution-home/ippc.htm

http://www.ni-environment.gov.uk/application_for_a_waste_management_licence.pdf
http://www.ni-environment.gov.uk/pollution-home/ippc.htm
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