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owledged methodologies

An increasing number of trade bodies, compliance schemes, consultants etc are
generating methodologies, protocols etc to assist in the determination of a producers
packaging obligation. The Agencies recognises that such methodologies can be beneficial
when there are justifiable reasons within the industry sector concerned e.g. large number
of products with highly variable packaging associated with the products.

Where such methodologies, protocols etc are used, we will continue to require that data is
as accurate as reasonably possible. Thus any methodology, system etc which is initially
acknowledged by the agency will have to be periodically reviewed with regard to the
accuracy of the packaging data they generate.

The Agencies when presented with such methodologies, systems etc will review them and
if we consider them justified and that they provide data which is considered as accurate as
reasonably possible for that sector we will ‘acknowledge’ them. In so doing this will
provide Agency Area staff with the confirmation that when used as prescribed, resulting
data will be acceptable. This will be subject to Area Officers verifying the correct use of
the methodology and that any supporting information (e.g. sales data) is correct.

The Agencies will not agree or endorse methodologies, protocols etc.

The attached table provides a summary of those methodologies, systems etc that have
been acknowledged by the Agencies. The list is definitive — i.e. anything not included here
has not been reviewed or acknowledged at a national level.

Companies may develop methodologies for their own use, or for a group of companies.
The fact that they have not been presented to the Agencies does not mean that they are
not valid. In such circumstances the Area Officer should review them as part of the normal
compliance monitoring process.

Historically there have also been a number of agreements reached over percentages of
packaging waste in material being sent for reprocessing. These were originally
incorporated into Explanatory Notes (ENs) and are now detailed in our external guidance
on accreditation of reprocessors and exporters (Ref. ACC-GNO01).
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