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Planning for a better 
Ballinderry River

Sharing 
information and 

ideas



The Ballinderry Riverfly Project

http://www.riverflies.org/index.html


Why the need for this project 
on the Ballinderry?

• Ongoing intermittent and persistent 
pollution pressures in the catchment –
AMI means more eyes on the river

• Identified the need for a ‘local’ water 
quality monitoring group through a 
community-led river action plan 
(RIPPLE)

• NIEA operational monitoring is being 
reduced from annual to 3-year rolling 
programme due to resource 
constraints



Setting up NI’s first River fly 
monitoring project

– January 2010 – BREA/RP/NIEA initial meeting
– Pilot project agreed
– Pilot project is supporting WFD Local 

Management Area Plan for Ballinderry

– June 2010 – BREA secures funding - National 
Lottery’s Big Lottery Fund

– Equipment/training for 24 volunteers
– GIS to pilot recording of data spatially – first 

for AMI

• Former Minister for the Environment, Mr 
Edwin Poots MLA, announces at Stormont 
that his Department is supporting the pilot 



Training the 
volunteers

October 2010 - First 12 
volunteers trained by the 
RP

NIEA representatives 
invited observe training

Volunteers identify 
potential sampling points 
- visited by the AMI 
Coordinator

Approved sites’ details 
sent to NIEA for Trigger 
Levels to be set

Last 12 volunteers to be 
trained by RP July 2011



NIEA’s regular statutory monitoring 
network
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Ballinderry AMI sites so far (first 12 
volunteers)

OSNI map



Combined NIEA/AMI monitoring 
network
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January 2011
Data starts to come in...



The river starts to improve...

...and a closer 
eye is kept on 

problems




	Delivering action for the Ballinderry River�through partnership working
	Planning for a better �Ballinderry River
	The Ballinderry Riverfly Project
	Why the need for this project on the Ballinderry?
	Setting up NI’s first River fly monitoring project
	Training the volunteers
	NIEA’s regular statutory monitoring network
	Ballinderry AMI sites so far (first 12 volunteers)
	Combined NIEA/AMI monitoring network
	January 2011�Data starts to come in...
	The river starts to improve...

