
Bush Local Management Area
Action Plan



The WFD  / River Basin Planning Process



LMA Action 
Plan

Stakeholder 
Engagement & 
Participation

Evidence Base

•Classification data

(2007-2009)

•LMA assessment 
(2010)

•Biological data 
(2000 – 2010)

•Water body 
pressure maps

•WFD database

•Stakeholder data

•Gov Departments 
& Agencies

WFD 
Objectives

Investigation
and analysis

•CSG meetings

•Bilateral meetings

•Other plans & 
programmes

• Gov Departments 
& Agencies

River Basin Management Plan Implementation



Development of the Plan

Government bodies: 
NIEA, DARD, DCAL etc

NGOs – Freshwater Task 
Force, RSPB, WWF, 

National Trust etc
NI Water

Angling clubs and 
organisations

Local Councils
General Public

Research bodies, 
Universities, AFBI etc

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://maryanncp.files.wordpress.com/2009/06/clip-art0020.jpg&imgrefurl=http://maryanncp.wordpress.com/2009/06/02/united-nations-conference-on-the-world-financial-and-economic-crisis-and-its-impact-on-development/&usg=__5IWYUneWUSlPMU-IKuLFuc04Jzs=&h=766&w=736&sz=185&hl=en&start=17&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=DuRM-_-a3fthfM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=136&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dconference%2Bclip%2Bart%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DX%26tbs%3Disch:1


Invertebrates Dissolved Oxygen Diatoms Phosphorus
Morphological 

Condition
Hydrological 

Regime
88% 29% 29% 12% 6% 5.6%
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Bush LMA Action Plan

• Tailored to address a range of specific local 
issues that are impacting the local water 
environment. 

• Focuses on the actions and outcomes.

• Results are coordinated to achieve effective 
and efficient outcomes.
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River Bush Upper
2009 Status: MEP

2015 Objective: GEP

Issue: Hydrological Regime at 
Moderate Status



River Bush Upper
Action Lead Support Delivery 

Deadline

Review the compensation flows and 
sediment management plan for 

drinking water abstraction at 
Altnahinch

NIEA NIW
DRD

On-going

Review abstraction licence, monitor 
actual abstraction and compensation 

flows

NIEA NIW
DRD

On-going

Evaluate spawning habitat AFBI DCAL On-going -
2013

Evaluate and mitigate against 
potential impacts due to forestry 

operations in Slieveanorra Forest

Forest 
Service

NIEA On-going
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Stracam River
2009 Status: Poor

2015 Objective: Moderate

Issues:

Invertebrates: Poor

Phytobenthos: Moderate

Dissolved Oxygen: Poor

Phosphorus: Moderate

(BOD): Moderate



Stracam River
Action Lead Support Delivery 

Deadline

Assess sources of organic pollution, 
including agriculture, wastewater 
treatment works (Deffrick, Liscolman, 
Toberkeagh), IPPC sites and septic 
tanks 

NIEA March 2011

Investigate agricultural practices, 
analyse frequency/nature of 
agricultural pollution incidents.  Use 
to target on-farm pollution 
investigation

NIEA March 2011

Carry out river walk to determine 
causes of low biotic scores

NIEA March 2001



River Bush Lower
2009 Status: Moderate

2015 Objective: Good

Issues:

Invertebrates: Moderate

Morphological

Conditions: Moderate



River Bush Lower
Action Lead Support Delivery 

Deadline

Investigate sheep dip usage NIEA DARD Mar 2011

Determine other sources of diazinon 
and establish a pollution inventory 

NIEA Mar 2012

Upgrade Bushmills WWTW NIW Mar 2013
Carry out river walk on Walk Mill 
tributary to determine sources of 
organic pollution

NIEA Mar 2011

Investigate agricultural practices, 
analyse frequency/nature of 
agricultural pollution incidents.  Use 
to target on-farm pollution 
investigation

NIEA Mar 2011



Further Actions
1. Government actions

• Agriculture - awareness
- visits

2. Working With Stakeholders
• Signage project



DARD Press Articles



Pollution Hotline Signage
• Raise public 

awareness
• Improve coverage 

of  incident 
reporting

• Act as deterrent to 
polluters

HELP US TO 
PROTECT YOUR 

RIVER  

Report Water 
Pollution 

 

IN CONFIDENCE  

0800 807060  

Your location is: 
 

_______________ 
 



3. Raising Public Awareness
• Publish article in ‘Moyle 

Matters’

4. Commenting on the Action 
Plans

• Plans will be available on the 
website.

• Comments can be  emailed
via the website.



E - Newsletter



LMA Community Project Award 
Scheme

• £1000 award for the project which 
works to:

Encourage interest in protecting the 
water environment

Promote community involvement in 
caring for and enjoying our waterways.
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2011
Glens & Rathlin 

Local 
Management 

Area
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