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The Erne salmon
Dr. Dennis Doherty

(ESB Fisheries Biologist).

•Central and Regional Fisheries Boards

R. Liffey

R. Shannon

R. Erne

Clady/Crolly

R. Lee

ESB Hydroelectric 
Generating Stations 

in the Republic of 
Ireland.

These stations are located at:
• River Liffey
(Poulaphouca, Golden Falls 
and Leixlip).
• River Lee
(Inniscarra and Carrigadrohid).
• River Shannon
(Ardnacrusha and Parteen).
• River Erne
(Cathaleen’s Fall and Cliff).
• Rivers Clady and Crolly
(Clady).
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Salmon hatchery – ranching operation.

Salmon hatchery – restocking and ranching operations.
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Salmon eggs and milt 
prior to being mixed.

Fisheries Conservation - Annual Report www.esb.ie

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

1953
1955
1957
1959
1961
1963
1965
1967
1969
1971
1973
1975
1977
1979
1981
1983
1985
1987
1989
1991
1993
1995
1997
1999
2001
2003
2005
2007

N
o.

 o
f s

al
m

on

Construction of the 

Erne hydro stations.

Annual escapement of salmon to the Erne estuary since 1953
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UDN first reported 
on the Erne.

Decline in habitat 
(arterial drainage, 
water quality, fish 
introductions), 
increased offshore 
fishing.
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Ballyshannon hatchery built 
- ranching programme. 
Declining marine survival

Decline in habitat 
(arterial drainage, 
water quality, fish 
introductions), 
increased offshore 
fishing.

Fisheries Conservation - Annual Report www.esb.ie

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

1953
1955
1957
1959
1961
1963
1965
1967
1969
1971
1973
1975
1977
1979
1981
1983
1985
1987
1989
1991
1993
1995
1997
1999
2001
2003
2005
2007

N
o.

 o
f s

al
m

on

Construction of the 

Erne hydro stations.

Annual escapement of salmon to the Erne estuary since 1953

UDN first reported 
on the Erne.

Ballyshannon hatchery built -
ranching programme. Declining 
marine survival.

Erne Salmon M.P.

Decline in habitat (arterial drainage, 
water quality, fish introductions), 
increased offshore fishing.
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2008 - 2,411

2007 -2,962

2006 - 1,238

2005 - 1,280

2004 - 947

2003 - 849

2002 - 1,444

2001 – 475

2000 – 311

1999 - 111

No.’s of ‘wild’ fish through Cliff station:
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Cathaleen's Fall (bottom) Cathaleen's Fall (top) Cliff

Less than one day to 

ascend the fish pass

Approx. 3 days to reach Cliff

Adult passage – fish passes.
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Smolt passage

Erne smolt generation protocol:
- March – June

- 8pm to12 midnight
-Just under max. efficiency.

-Intake nearest fish pass.
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Smolt passage

Heisey Turbine test:
- 88% survival at C. Fall and 92% for Cliff 

station.
- Microtag similar results.
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European Eel in the River Erne?!


