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The WFD  / River Basin Planning Process



LMA Action 
Plan

Stakeholder 
Engagement & 
Participation

Evidence Base

•Classification data

(2007-2009)

•LMA assessment 
(2010)

•Biological Data 
(2000 – 2010)

•Water body 
pressure maps

•WFD database

•Stakeholder data

•Gov depts & 
agencies

WFD 
Objectives

Investigation
and analysis

•CSG meetings

•Bilateral meetings

•Other plans & 
programmes

• Gov Depts & 
agencies

River Basin Management Plan Implementation



Local Area Management Plans
Who’s involved in producing and making these plans happen?

Government bodies: 
NIEA, DARD, DCAL etc

Research bodies, 
AFBI, Universities, 

etc
NGO’s – FWTF, RSPB, 

WWF, NT etc

NI Water
Angling clubs and 

organisations Farmers

Local Communities
Local CouncilsGeneral Public



How have you Influenced the Plan?
• You have indicated a more localised approach through 

LMAs and down to waterbody level.

• You have commented on the reasons for status and 
identified local issues that are affecting the quality of our 
water bodies and possible actions.

• You have identified initiatives that are already happening 
or are planned to improve the water environment.

• You have identified community groups and organisations 
that may be able to help.

• You have expressed an interest in creating River Trusts 
with community groups.



Lower Lough Ern Invertebrates,  Macrophytes,         Fish Phosphorus Diatoms Ammonia

LMA 36.4%, 30.3% 15.2% 15.2% 15.2% 3%



What improvements do we plan to 
achieve?

• We have set environmental 
objectives to deliver improvements.  
For our surface waters we aim to 
achieve good quality or better in 64% 
by 2015.  We also aim to maintain 
good status in 100% of our 
groundwaters.









Problem Solution

Failing Element Action to be taken Action to be taken by WMU Partners
Deadline for 
delivery

Invertebrates

Carry out a linear survey 
and river walk to 
determine sources of 
impact on benthic 
invertebrates. Additional 
sampling may be 
required. NIEA WMU , NRFB

Freshwater Monitoring, 
River Basin Planning & 
local Regional 
Operation Teams end Mar 2011

Check compliance of 
WWTW.

NIEA WMU & Donegal 
County Council

WURG & local 
Regional Operation 
Teams end Dec 2010

Moderate morphological 
conditions. No specific 
action required as 
morphology is not a 
failing element. Actions 
to address morphology 
will be assessed for 
technical feasibility and 
cost effectiveness within 
the River Basin Plan 
(RBP).  NIEA WMU 

Hydromorphology
Team end Mar 2011

Investigate impact of 
forestry operations in the 
area, ascertain felling 
programme in the 
catchment and engage 
with technical field staff 
to ensure measures are 
in place to mitigate risks 
of felling.

NIEA WMU, Coillte RoI & 
DARD Forestry Service.

Fresh Freshwater 
Monitoring, River Basin 
Planning &  Teams Dec 2010



Implementation of Action Plan
1. Government actions

• Industry -awareness
-check compliance

• Agriculture - awareness
- visits

2. Supporting River Trusts -
• Association of Rivers Trust partnership 

agreement

3. Supporting Stakeholders
• Projects - Signage project etc.
• Public Events 



4. Raising Public Awareness
• Households, landowners, 

businesses
• Leaflet drops with LMA
• Identify LMA issues & what you 

can do to help

5. Commenting on the Action 
Plans

• Plans will be available on the 
website from November on

• Comments can be  emailed
via the website



Proposed river restoration project

• NIEA WMU is 
currently working with 
DCAL Fisheries to 
carry out a pilot 
restoration project.

• Investigate the 
possibility of 
in-channel habitat 
enhancement.



DARD Press Articles 
• Raise 

awareness 
amongst the 
agricultural 
sector

• Provide 
examples of 
good 
practice



Pollution Hotline Signage
• Raise public 

awareness

• Improve coverage of  
incident reporting

• Act as deterrent to 
polluters



Proposed sites for signage
• The Round ‘O’, Enniskillen
• The forum, Enniskillen
• Ely Lodge
• Maho jetty
• Camagh Bay
• Belleek jetty
• Garvary River- lough jetty
• Muckros jetty
• Keenaghan Lough
• Lough Scoblan
• Tom’s Island, Old Castlearchdale
• Castle Archdale County Park
• Rossigh jetty
• Rossclare jetty
• Kilgortnaleague Bridge
• Devenish Island
• Ballycassidy Bridge



Promotion of LMA work project  
E-Newsletters

• Promote the upcoming 
CSG meetings

• Highlight issues in the 
LMA

• Promote on going local 
events and projects



CSG Community Project Award Scheme
• For a local group in your CSG an award of 

£1000 will be available for the project which 
does the most to :

Encourage interest in protecting the water 
environment
Promote community involvement in caring for 
and enjoying our waterways.
Project proposal packs – November 2010
Applications submitted - end January 2011
Web-based promotion
Successful proposal - end February



• Action plan – Implement the 2010 actions & monitoring.
• Projects – Any other proposed or possible 

improvement projects for 2010/2011.
• Events – What local events are planned that 

could promote water quality issues, 
in current and next priority LMA.

• Data gathering – Assessing the monitoring information.
– Evaluating the pressures for the next 

priority LMA Upper Lough Erne.
• Issues – Situations or problems that should 

be considered for examination.
• Involvement – How can we improve things, do things 

differently?

What About 2011?



Any Questions?
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