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Introduction

Evary year some people decide they would like to become an
Approved Motoroycle Instructor. This occasionally means embarking
on a new carear or adding to an existing caraer.

Most people are convinced they are good drivers or riders and
feal it would not be difficult to instruct others to drive or ride.
A competent rider does not always make a good instructor.

In our experience too many people do not fully understand what
baing an Approved Motoroycle Instructor entails, nor do they realise
the knowledge and skills requinred to be a proficient Instructor

Consider the skills required — a high standard of riding ability,
a sound knowledge of the subjects related to instructing others
to ride, how to instruc, how peopls leam, how to assess the
peformance of others, communication, interpersonal skills and
their application.

The following pages outline the procedures and the test,

which MUST be passed to bacome a Department of the Emvironment
Approved Motoroycle Instructor (AMI). Study them carefully and
then decide if this is what you want to do. If you feel this is

for you, then may | wish you every success in becoming an
Approved Motoroycle Instructor (AMI).

Harry Grean
Chief Road Safety Officar
Dapartment of the Emvironment



Register of Approved
Motorcycle Instructors

The Register has baan introduced in the intemsts of road safety
to maintain and improve the standard of motoroycle instruction
available to the public in Northem Ireland. |t also ensures that the
public can mely upon an acceptable minimum standard of tuition
from registered Approved Motoroycle Instructors. It is administerad
by the Department of the Environment's Road Safety Branch under
the provisions of the Road Traffic (Morthem Ireland) Order 1995,

It should be noted that there is no legal requirement, for anyone
who wishes to charge (gither money or monies worth) for

giving instruction on riding a motoroycle, to be an Approved
Motoroycle Instructor



How do | apply to become an Approved Motorcycle
Instructor (AMI)?

An application form is induded in Annex C of this leaflet.

Daration of Course

The coursa is conducted over two consecutive days which consists
of ona and a half days training and assessment followed by a half
day practical test.

Can anyone apply to become an Approved Motorcycle
Instructor (AMI)?

Ho. If you want to bacome an Approved Motomoycle Instructor (AMI)
wou MUST

hold a full Northern Ireland or Great Britain motoroycle
driving licence

have held it for a total of 2 years out of the past 4 years
preceding the date of your application

not have been under disqualification from driving nor have
been subject to *R* plate restrictions for mone than 12
months for any part of the 4 yvears precading the date of
wour application

bea a fit and proper person to have your name enterad in the
Register. All convictions, including motoring offences, still in
force (i.e. not ‘spent’ under the Rehabilitation of Offenders
(Marthern Ireland) Order 1978) will be taken into account
when we assess your suitability to be entered in the
Register and

pass the qualifying test.



Can someone with a disability apply?

Yas. If your licence is marked ‘*restricted” the details of the
restrictions listed on your lcence MUST be sent with your application.
However, you should note that you MUST pass Part 2 of the
qualifying examination on a motoroycle with 3 manual gearbox
also see page 09.

What is the Qualifying Examination?
The qualifying examination is in two parts:

& 3 written test

« 3 practical test of your riding ability and your ability
to instruct.

You MUST take and pass both parts of the examination in this
order and the whole examination MUST be completed within 2
yvears of passing the written test. If you have not completed the
examination within this time you MUST start again from the
beginning and pass both parts once again. This period cannot
be extended.

You are only allowed 3 attempts at the practical test. If you hawve
not passed after 3 attempts you MUST wait until the end of your
2 year period, before you can resit the qualifying examination,
starting with the written test.

What feas will | have to pay?

NOMNE. Tha Department of the Environment’s Road Safety Branch
DOES NOT charge fees for this test, however this is presantly
under rewiew.



Written Test (Part 1)

When and where is the written part of the Test held?

Details of date, time and location of the written part of the test
can be obtained from the Senior Road Safety Officer, County Hall,
Galgorm Road, Ballymena.

What will | need to know to pass the Test?

The written tast calls for a high standard of knowledga. It is

a single paper of 4o questions. For evary quastion a choice

of answers is given. Only one of these answers is comect.

You indicate which is the comect answer by ticking the appropriate
answer b, You will be allowed 30 minutes to complete the papser

The questions are basad on all or any of the following:

& principles of road safety generally and their application in
particular circumstances

# techniques of riding a motoroycle comectly, courteously and
safely, induding control of the vehicle, procedure at junctions,
recognising hazands, defensive riding, dealing with pedestrians
and other road users and the use of safety equipment

# the theory and practice of leaming, teaching and assessment

# tuition requiraed to instruct a pupil in riding a motormycle,
including the items set out above, the correction of pupils’
arrors, the manner of the instructor, the relationship betwean
instructor and pupil and simple vehicle adaptations for disablad
riders, if appropriate

# also refer to Annex B.

What mark must | get in order to pass?

The mesults of your written test are usually sent within 2 weaks
of the date on which it was held. The overall pass mark for the
written test is Bg%.



The Test of
Riding Ability (Part 2)

Where is the Test of Riding Ability held?

The test of tha riding ability is held at a suitable location.
You will normally be given three waeks notica of the date and

venue Send your completed application form to the Senior Road
Safety Officer at Ballymena.

What does the Practical Test of Riding Ability consist of?

The practical test of riding ability consists of tests of eyasight and
riding technique. Tha test lasts for a half day with up to three
riders baing assessed at the same time. It includes:

The test of eyesight

You MUST ba able to read a wehicle number plate from a distance
of 20,5 matres (&7 feet - abouwt 5 car lengths) or a new style numbser
plate from a distance of 20 metres (6 feet) in good daylight.

If you need to wear glasses [or contact lens) to do this, you MUST
wear them at all times while riding. The police have the power to
require a rider, at amy time, to undertake an eyesight test in good

daylight. Ifyou do not pass the eyvesight test you will not be allowed
totake the rding and instructional ability test.

Testafriding technigue

This is not just a slightly more difficult °U test. It is of an advanced
nature and a very high standard of competence is required.

You MUST show that you have a thorough knowledge of the
principles of good riding and road safety and that you can apply
tham in practice. In particular, you must satisfy the examiner on
all or any of the following subjects:

& gxpert handling of the controls
& yse of cormed procedurs



# anticipation of the actions of other road users and the
taking of appropriate action

& sound judgement of distance, speed and timing and

& consideration for the convenience and safety of other
road users.

The routes used for the test will include roads, which may carry
heavy traffic or fast moving traffic, e.g. motorways or dual
carrageways. The routes will be both inside and outside
built-up areas.

What else must | be able to do in order to pass?

You MUST show the ability to perform amy or all of the following
MANOSELV res:

& carry out a3 low speed U-tum
& move straight ahead or at an angle

= overtake, meet or cross the path of other vehicles and
take an appropriate course without undue hesitancy

« turn left-hand and right-hand comers comectly without
undue hasitancy

# stop the motorcyce in a controlled stop exercise.

What sort of things might | fail on?

You MUST ride in a brisk business-like way. You should aim to
ride as you normally do and not try to put on an act for the
examiner. You MUST ride safely and within the legal limits. Some
common causes of failune include:

# [ack of progress (particularly on single camiageway mads)
# failure to stop at stop signs



# failure to avoid or comect skidding in the controlled
stop exercise

# failure to use observation comactly, especially the use
of ‘lifesavers’

& ncorveniencing other mad users

& ysing signals which are excessive, unnecessary or misleading

® [ack of effective observation at junctions, including those
controlled by traffic lights and

# poor road positioning.

This is only a small selection of some of the most common faults.
Ther are mamy more reasons for failing the test.

What sort of motorcycle must | use for the Test?

You MUST provide a motoroycle for the test and prove that it

is properly taxed, insured and MOTed, if appropriate. it MUST be
in proper working condition. & MUST have an engine capacity

of at least 125cc and be capable of the normal performance of
vehicles of its type with manual transmission. The motoroycle
MUST NOT ke displaying L or *R* plates. If your vehicle DOES NOT
meat the above requiraments it will not be possible to camy out
the test. Remember the motoroycle may be going onto a motorwsany
or dual carfageway, 50 make sure that it is capable of keaping up
with traffic.

When will | find out the resalt?

The examiner will provide written confirmation of the owerall result
of the test within 2 weeks.



The Test of
Ability to Instruct (Part 3)

What will | have to do to pass the Test?

This assessment will ba carried out concurmantly with Part z.
The object of the test is to assess the value of the instruction
you give and your ability to pass your knowledge on to pupils.

You will be asked to show your knowledge and ability by giving
practical riding instruction to the examiner who will take on the
role of a pupil who is a beginner, or a leamer rider with Llimited
knowladgea.

The examiner will explain everything to you in full at the time.
The examiner will choose at least one of the exercises given below
as the basis of the instruction:

# safaty precautions before riding the motoroyce and explanation
of the controls

& moving off and making nomal stops

& gxplaining how to make a controlled stop and practical
instruction in the use of mimors

« approaching and turning corners

« judgement of speed, making progress and general
road positioning

# dealing with road junctions
# daaling with crossroads or roundabouts

# dealing with pedestrian crossings and giving correct signals
in a clear and unmistakable manner and

= overtaking, mesting, crossing the path of and allowing
adequate clearance for other mad users.



It is essantial that you understand what is required in this

test (see Annex C). You should listen wvery carafully whan the
examiner explains what is required for each part, if you don't
understand say so and the examiner will repeat his/her explanation.
Remember during the exercises the examiner is portraying a “pupil’.
Forget that he/she is really an experienced rider.

The instruction you give should be tailorad to the time availabla
and to the standand of the *pupil’ being role-played by the examiner
You will probably find it helpful to establish the depth of the
‘pupil’s’ knowledge in each phasse, by asking questions and obsemving
the *pupil’s’ performance as you would with a real *pupil® you had
not taught before,

You are allowed to use lesson plans and training aids and you
may refer to brief notes or subject headings. You should not
read from notes or books. The *pupil’ MUST be given a chance
to demonstrate what has been taught and any faults MUST be
comected. You should note that because there is only a short time
for each part you should limit the amount of stationary instruction
and pre-briefing. You should also be preparad for the *pupil” to
ask questions.

How will | be assessad?

In assessing your performance, the examiner will take into account:

# the method, clarity, adequacy and comectness of
instruction given

# the obsarvation, analysis and correctness of faults committad
by the pupil® and

s your general manner

You will be expacted to maintain control of the lesson, be patient
and tactful and give encouragemant to the *pupil® at all times.



The Test of
Ability to Instruct (Part 3)

What sort of things might | fail on?

Among the reasons for failure, the most common are:

briefing too long or one which is muddled or repetitive

expacting too high a standard from the *pupil’ in the beginner
or part-trained stage

inability to recommence instruction at a different point or to
go back and explain again

failura to detact faults

inability to adjust the content and level of the lesson to match
the pupils’ knowledge

demoralisation of the *pupil® e.g. *The examinerwill fail you
if you do that on a test”.



The Test of
AMI Registration

What sort of things might | fail on?

Among the reasons for failure, the most common are:

briefing too long or one which is muddled or repetitive

expacting too high a standard from the *pupil’ in the beginner
or part-trained stage

inability to recommence instruction at a different point or to
go back and explain again

failura to detact faults

inability to adjust the content and level of the lesson to match
the pupils’ knowledge

demoralisation of the *pupil® e.g. *The examinerwill fail you
if you do that on a test”.



How long does registration last?

Ragistration nomally lasts for a pariod of four years. Bafore it
has expired you can apply for it to be extended for a further four
years. As 3 courtesy we try to send out 3 renewal notice to your
last known address about 3 month before your registration expires.
It is your responsibility to note the expiry date and to apply to the
Senior Road Safety Officer at Ballymena for renewal, whether or |
not we send you a renewal notice. You MUST still satisfy the
conditions to be an AMI and you MUST NOT have refusad to
undergo a check test or have failed it

If your registration is allowed to lapse for a year or more from the
expiry date, you must resit the whole examination again before
you can be re-entered in the Register.

What happens if my certificate is lost or stolen?

We have no legal obligation to issue a duplicate certificate.
However, if you can satisfy us that the original has been lost,
stolen, damaged or destroved, then a new one will be issued to
wou. This new cartificate will make the previous one imvalid, so if
the original is found, it must be eturned to us to e cancellad.

What happens if | change my address?

You MUST tell us promptly if you change your home or working
address. If you do not tell us, this can lead to you not receiving
wour notification of a check test or renewal noticas. This may result
in the removal of your name from the Registar.



What should | do if | am convicted of an offence?

You MUST notify us immediataly if you are convicted of any offence
whether motoring or non-motoring.

Can my registration be taken away 7

Yas. Your name can be remowved from the Register at amy time if
the Sanior Road Safety Officer at Ballymena is not satisfied that

you still meet the qualifications for registration or if you have failed
or refused to take a check test.

The Senior Road Safety Officer at Ballymana will notify you of
hisfher intention and you are entitled to make representation to
him/her with a view to reversing the decision.

Is it pessible for me to appeal against any of the
Registrar's decisions?

Yes. If you are aggrieved by the Senior Road Safety Officers refusal
of your application or remaoval of your name from the Registar,

or if your existing licence is revoked, vou have the right of appaal
to the Chief Road Safety Officer of the Department of the Envionment.

What sort of responsibility do | have as an AMI?

You hawve a professional responsibility to ensune that all your pupils
ara ready for the test when they take it. This means that they have
been trained to a level of competence which will enabla them to
ride safely without the help of their instructor. You should be
teaching your pupils to ride as a life long skill and not just to pass
the test. The test is just a step in the leaming process.



It is essantial that you understand what is required in this

test (see Annex C). You should listen wvery carafully whan the
examiner explains what is required for each part, if you don't
understand say so and the examiner will repeat his/her explanation.
Remember during the exercises the examiner is portraying a “pupil’.
Forget that he/she is really an experienced rider.

The instruction you give should be tailorad to the time availabla
and to the standand of the *pupil’ being role-played by the examiner
You will probably find it helpful to establish the depth of the
‘pupil’s’ knowledge in each phasse, by asking questions and obsemving
the *pupil’s’ performance as you would with a real *pupil® you had
not taught before,

You are allowed to use lesson plans and training aids and you
may refer to brief notes or subject headings. You should not
read from notes or books. The *pupil’ MUST be given a chance
to demonstrate what has been taught and any faults MUST be
comected. You should note that because there is only a short time
for each part you should limit the amount of stationary instruction
and pre-briefing. You should also be preparad for the *pupil” to
ask questions.

How will | be assessad?

In assessing your performance, the examiner will take into account:

# the method, clarity, adequacy and comectness of
instruction given

# the obsarvation, analysis and correctness of faults committad
by the pupil® and

s your general manner

You will be expacted to maintain control of the lesson, be patient
and tactful and give encouragemant to the *pupil® at all times.



Annex B

Preparation for the Test of Ability to Instruct

You MUST prepare yourself thoroughly bafore taking this test.
As the number of attempts is limited it is inyour interest to ensura
you are well prepared.

There are three main areas which you should know about:
® [nstructor Characteristics
# Instructional Technigquas and

& Fault Assessmant.

Thesa three subjeds cover the range of skills needed by wou if
you are to be successful in the Part 3 examination and later as an
Approved Motoroycle Instructor

Instructor Characterlstics

A good instructor MUST be:

Articulate

You must pass on information in an easily understood manner that
is not needlessly repetitiva.

Enthusiastic

Enthusiasm is demonstrated by never missing an opportunity to
give additional guidance, but not to the point of overcontrolling
the pupil It is also shown by taking a keen interest in all that
takes place durng the lesson.

Encouraging

Encouraging the pupil is part of the stock in trade of all teachers.
Pupils nead to know when they have done something well.
Friendly

You should have an easy relaxed manner, outgoing but not over
familiar and establish a good rapport with the pupil.



Patient

You should be patient and be prapared to repeat a saquance

of instruction over and ower again without criticising the pupils
inability to master 3 particular skill. You should also be preparad
totry an alternative approach if it is clear the pupil is having
difficulty leaming.

Confident

You should be self-confident and capable of passing on confidence
to the pupil.

Instructional Techniques

This is the way in which you should structure a lesson to ensure
there is an opportunity for learning to take place.

Objectives

You MUST have wall defined and obvious points for the lasson
and explain these to the pupil

Lavel of Instruction

The teaching you give MUST be matched to the ability and
exparienca of the pupil otherwise it may be wasted or be too
simple. If you have not instructed the pupil before you will nesd
to find out their level of ability at the start of the lesson.

Summuary at the Start

At the beginning of tha lesson you should revise the main points
coverad in the previous lesson to establish a base line for the
current lesson (“Aims for this lesson® ).
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