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A few words from

The Minister for the Environment

It is my job to make using the roads in
Northern Ireland safe.

A lot of people have helped give us ideas
for this road safety plan and I would like
to thank them.

We had another plan but need a new one
because the last one has now finished,
and too many people are still being killed
or hurt on our roads.

This plan will help us use new ideas and
technology to make sure everyone is safer.



Some people and places will need extra
help.

These include:

e country roads

® poorer aredas

e younger drivers.

We have already started to use some of
the ideas to help us start saving lives.

The plan asks everyone who uses roads to
think about how they can make them
safer.




If we all work together our roads can be as
safe as anywhere else in the world.

Edwin Poots MLA
Minister for the Environment




About the Road Safety Plan

The plan talks about:

e what we want our roads to be like

e what we need to change

e what we will do to change things.




What we want our roads to be like

We want to make it as safe for everyone to
use roads in Northern Ireland as it is
anywhere in the world.

We will make sure everyone who can help
us do this:

e has good information

e sharesideas about how to do things
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What we need to change

We need to:

e make sure fewer people are killed or
hurt on roads

e make country roads safer

e keep young drivers and motorcyclists
safer

e stop people breaking the law by driving
dangerously or when they have been
drinking alcohol or taking drugs

e get better at asking people how to
make roads safer.




We looked at the number of people killed
or hurt in road crashes between 2004 and
2008.
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By 2020 we want to try to stop this
happening to at least about half as many
people.

This will save money as well as lives.




What we will do to change things

When we wrote the plan we thought
about:

e roads

e Vvehicles

e people who use roads.

We will:

e check whether we teach people
everything they need to know about
road safety

e find new ways to help young people
use roads safely




find better ways to test new drivers
and make sure they keep learning
about road safety

ask people about our ideas for
different rules for new drivers

give training to more drivers who break
the law

find different ways to punish people
who break laws about road safety

decide whether roads would be safer if
we made drivers go more slowly



e work with the rest of the United
Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland to
make vehicles and roads safer

e set up groups of people to plan how to
make different types of travel safer

e make sure services in Northern Ireland
and in the Republic of Ireland work
together to save people who are hurt
in crashes.

We have already asked what we can do to
stop people causing crashes by drinking
and driving.
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We are going to change the law so:

e drivers are allowed to drink less or
even no alcohol when they are driving

e we can check more drivers to see if
they have been drinking

e we can give tougher punishments to
drivers who drink and drive.

y 5, We must also stop people taking drugs
U and driving and might have a new law
about this.

When we are making any new laws we will
also look at and think about what is
happening in the rest of the UK.
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Road Safety and Vehicle Regulation
Division

Clarence Court

ool bdat Y 10 - 18 Adelaide Street

www.doeni. gov.uk Belfast

BT2 8GB

Contact Pauline Moore:

Telephone: 02890 541 141

Email: pauline.moore@doeni.gov.uk
Fax: 02890 540 681

Textphone: 028-90-540641

Website: www.roadsafetyni.gov.uk
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